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Rector’s Message
Dear Siblings in Christ:

After three weeks of a deeply cherished staycation, | return with
a renewed sense of purpose and gratitude. These weeks were a
gift—a chance to slow down, reconnect as a family, and simply
be present with one another. We even had the joy of all of our
children under the same roof for a few days, and in a beautiful
moment of welcome, we met our daughter’s fiancé. It was a
reminder of the importance of gathering, of sharing space, and
of opening our hearts and homes to those we love.

As we turn the page to September, the air itself feels different. A
new season is beginning—not only in the calendar but in our life
together as a parish. September marks the start of our new
pastoral year, and | am genuinely excited for what lies ahead.

| want to extend a heartfelt thank-you to James Corns, who
graciously served as our Interim Praise Ensemble Director in July
and August. His ministry was a tremendous gift, and we are
grateful for his time and talent. | also want to express my deep
gratitude to all who shared their fime and talents during the
summer—whether in worship, music, fellowship, outreach, or
simply by being present. In particular, | want to celebrate our
Summer Programs for youth which were a frue success. The
creativity, energy, and dedication poured into it made a lasting
impact, and | am so thankful for everyone who contributed to its
growth and vitality.

(Continued on p. 2)

Ascension is called to be a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ,
that we draw all people to him.
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September Worship

September 7
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Homecoming Sunday

Youth Sunday

8:00 am H.E. Rite I, Stone Church

Blessing of Backpacks

9:00 am Sunday School, Adult Bible Study
10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall

Blessing of Backpacks

Commissioning of Youth Sunday School and
Children’s Chapel leaders

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

September 14
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School, Adult Bible Study
10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

September 21
Fiffeenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church
9:00 am Sunday School, Adult Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall
11:30 am Fellowship Hour

September 28
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School, Adult Bible Study
10:15 am H.E. Rite ll, Holy Cross Hall

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

Rector’s Message confinued...

A word, too, about our parish finances. Some of you
have asked about our summer numbers and shared
your worries. Yes, our giving and attendance dipped
below expectations—a seasonal pattern many
churches know well. But let me be clear: this is not a
crisis. We are not on the verge of closing our doors. It
is a bump in the road, and your Vestry is actively
monitoring the situation. Thank you for your
continued commitment and support; and let us
move forward with hope and faith in God’s provision.

HOME L JCOMING
SUNDAY L5

Sunday School at 9:00 am
Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

‘ Blessing of Backpacks
Church of the AScension ﬁ-

Connect. Grow. Ser

W&"Wle\ﬁwl

ascensmn westminster. com/events

This Sunday, September 7, is Homecoming Sunday. I
is our day to open wide the doors of the church and
welcome everyone home—a day to reconnect with
friends we haven’t seen in a while, to share stories, to
celebrate that we are family in Christ.

This day is also the perfect time to invite someone.
Think of a friend, a neighbor, or a family member
who may be searching for a spiritual home. Invite
them to worship, to fellowship hour, to the joy of this
community. Just as God has invited us to the great
feast of the Kingdom, we are called to extend that
same invitation: “Come and see. There is a place for
you here.”

And if you yourself have been away for a while, let
this Sunday be your day fo come home. Your
presence is a gift. Our family of faith is not complete
without you.

| look forward to seeing you this weekend as
together we begin a new season with joy and
thanksgiving.

In Christ,
Pierre-Henry+
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Welcome Our New Minister of Music: Martin Villanueva

| am delighted to announce that Martin
Villanueva will begin his ministry as Minister of
Music at Church of the Ascension on September
2, 2025.

Martin comes to us from the Philippines, where
he has served for over a decade as a choir
director, pianist, and tfrainer, most recently at
Our Lady of Peace Parish in La Carlota City and
Our Lady of Candles in Bacolod City. His rich
musical background includes leading choirs,
teaching singers, and performing both in sacred
and professional settings, including two years as
a pianist at a 5-star resort in the Maldives. Martin
is a skilled pianist, guitarist, singer, and choir
trainer with a heart for worship and community.

Beyond his musical
accomplishments, Martin
brings a spirit of faith and
joy. He describes music as
“the heartbeat of my life
and my service to the
Church” and looks
forward to inspiring our
congregation to deepen
its worship through song.

Please join me in warmly welcoming Martin and
his family intfo the Ascension community. We are
excited to begin this new chapter in our music
ministry together

Pierre-Henry+

A Season of Rest and Renewal for the Handbell Choir

After many years of faithful service and beautiful
music, the Handbell Choir will take a break this
fall. Recent changes in membership — including
the departure of several ringers — have made it
difficult to continue rehearsals and worship
service participation.

Our Handbell Choir Director, Lynn Lyon-Vaiden,
has generously proposed a pause in rehearsals
and in her stipend from August through
December. This thoughtful decision reflects both
her deep care for the ministry and the financial
realities our church is navigating.

This break will offer time to rest, reflect, and
rebuild. Our hope is to gather new ringers during
the program year so that rehearsals can resume
in January 2026. If you are musically inclined or
curious about ringing, please reach out to Lynn
— no experience is necessary, and she is happy
to frain new members.

In the meantime, you may still hear handbells in
worship on occasion this fall, especially during
Advent and Christmas.

We give heartfelt thanks to Lynn for her
dedication, creativity, and faithful leadership of
this beloved ministry. Her vision and generosity
continue to bless our worship and our
community.

We look forward with hope to the joyful sound of
handbells once again in 2026.

Pierre-Henry+

ITISN'T JUST

A HANDBELL CHOIR

It's an opportunity to create something

beautiful.

Handbell Choir: January 2026
Join Us!
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Church Staff

Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson Rector
Ann Fariss Parish Administrator
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Communications Associate/Handbell Choir Director
Mary Butler Organist/Adult Ensemble Director
Martin Villanueva Minister of Music
Travis Collins Digital Ministry Associate
Suzanne Walter Nursery Attendant
Erin Hogan Nursery Assistant
The Vestry |
Vestry/Officers Term Ends  Ministry Liaison
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson Rector
Kim Tompkins, Sr. Warden 2027 Altar Guild, Worship Assistants, Mistletoe Mart
Gary Lang, Jr. Warden Buildings & Grounds
Nancy Starner, Treasurer
Deborah Rio, Registrar 2028 Welcome Ministry
Beverly Baker 2026 Fundraising
Liz Lowe 2026 1844 Shoppe, Pins & Needles, Book Club, Church Homes Foundation,
Bible Studies
Roberta Wilhelm 2026 Buildings & Grounds
Diana Baker 2027 Youth Ministry, Fellowship Hour
David Anderson 2027 Worship Assistants
Mark Howe 2028 Stewardship, Altar Guild, Worship Assistants
Melissa Leahy 2028 St. Martha's Guild, St. James’ Commission, LEV, St. Luke’s Guild, Outreach,

DreamBuilders MD

Tickets: $30
Limited Supply!

September 27
4:30 pm - 9:30 PM
Doors open at 4:00 pm

) A

Church of the Aseénsion &

FellowshipiHall
23 N. Court St.

Westminster, MD

'\

RAFFLES & 50/50 DRAWING
CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE

NO OUTSIDE FOOD PERMITTED

PERMIT NO. 253

mmﬁ
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Mistletoe Mart,

Ascension’s 51st Annual Mistletoe Mart is only 2 months away!
Thursday, November 13 - Saturday, November 15

www.mistletoemart.com
The Mistletoe Mart has become one of the

premier arts and crafts shows in the tristate area.

The talent of each of the 43 artisans
participating this year is truly amazing! Over
2,100 patrons attend each year and a $5.00
admission ticket is good for all 3 days of the
Mart. Each year the Mart donates 25-30% of
their proceeds to Community Outreach, with
the balance providing support to Ascension.
Proceeds from Mistletoe Mart 2024 provided
$10,000 to Community Outreach (17 different
organizations) and $33,700 to Ascension.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

IORKSHOP

Volunteer signup boards will soon be posted
outside of the Fellowship Hall. There are many
ways you can apply your talents!

Decorating (Please see Betsy Reinders for
details.) Includes “Fluffing of the Greens” and
transforming our space into a beautiful
Christmas setting throughout the Holy Cross Hall,
Fellowship Hall and hallways — and then
undecorating afterwards.

Café Host/Hostess
(Please see Beverly Baker for details)
Clear and clean the café tables.

Publicity (Please contact Susan Considine &
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden for details.)

Mistletoe Mart Postcards need to be distributed
to places that you visit, including dry cleaners,
hair and nail salons, restaurants, Starbucks,
Dunkin Donuts, Panera Bread, schools, doctor’s
offices, daycare facilities, and senior centers.
Postcards will be available at the back of both
sanctuaries during October.

Yard Signs: @ o o
Do you Iiye M'STLETO‘“L....
on a major

roade¢ Yard MART

signs will be ARTISANS & CRAFTERS

available at
church every Sunday during October. Please
place one in your yard to help promote the
Mart.

Advertising: Watch for our ad in Carroll
Magazine, in newspapers and online, as well
as on digital billboards and a large banner (by
the Airpark). A press release is being released
to multiple organizations.

Shop Assistants

(Please see Ellen Anderson for details)

Visit vendors throughout each day, taking and
delivering their café food and drink orders.
Vendors compliment the Mart on this service
that is provided to them- and with a smile!

Continued on next page.
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Mistletoe Mart (continued)
Tear Down / Set Up

(Please see David Horn for details)

Take down the Holy Cross Hall altar and pew
chairs as well as furniture from the Fellowship
Hall, classrooms and offices before the Mart and
then set up after the Mart. Also move packed
Mistletoe Mart boxes and items used during the
Mart out of storage and return them afterwards.
This is physical work and while we have movers
from Glamour Moving to help on specific days,
Ascension volunteers are needed to make the
take down and set up tasks effective and
manageable.

Kitchen (Please see Melissa Leahy for details)
Food prep takes place Monday(11/10) -
Wednesday(11/12) before the Mart. Help is then
needed throughout each day on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday to prepare food, serve food
and clean up. There is a wonderful fellowship
while working in the kitchen, and the more
volunteers that sign up result in more
manageable shifts, especially during lunch and
dinner.

Admission Table (Please see Susan Considine for
details)Sit at one of our two Admission Tables (by
back parking lot and by church office).
Welcome patrons and sell admission tickets.

Country Store (Baked Goods Table) (Please see
Merri Hollinger for details)
Calling all bakers - the bake table needs your
talents! This is the fime to get out those great
recipes for cookies, cakes, bread, pies, muffins,
cupcakes, candy, fudge, muffins and more.
Please remember, the bake table needs to be

stocked for ALL THREE DAYS.

Church Store (Ascension Greeting and
Information Corner outside the Holy Cross Hall)
Sell specific Ascension items. This is a perfect
opportunity to greet and visit with our patrons!

Golden Bough Tea Area (Please see Jeanne
Cox for details)Mistletoe Mart Tea Setup in the
Fellowship Hall

Ensure there is Mistletoe Mart Tea and supplies
available.

Santa’s Workshop
Children will be able to visit with Santa & Mrs.
Claus! Crafts will also be available.

Sound System (Please see Travis Collins for
details)

Assist with playing Christmas music through the
sound system and display presentations on the
monitors. Make announcements during the
Mart.

When you volunteer during the Mart, please
wear your Ascension magnetic nametag! If
you need to order one, please contact our
Parish Administrator, Ann Fariss, in the Church
Office.

We still have some Mistletoe
Mart 50th anniversary
ornaments remaining from last
year! These beautiful, limited
edition, hand painted
porcelain ornaments were
designed and made by Anne
Piazza, one of our Mistletoe
Mart artisans. The price is $45.00 per ornament.
Please see Kim Tompkins
(ktompkins2@verizon.net) for more information.

This is such an exciting time of the year! We all
have special memories we have shared with
each other as well as our family, friends, vendors
and the community! However, we truly need
everyone’s help to manage the wide range of
jobs. Thank you for all of your time and support
to make the Mart a success!

Mistletoe Mart Co-Chairs
Jenny Beeker & Kim Tompkins
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Childrew and outh WMinistries

Youth Sunday youth@ascension-westminster.com

Youth
Sunday

Ist Sunday of the month af 10S am

Church of the ASCENSION

Correct Grow Sere

ascension-westminster.com/events

Youth Sunday

Sunday, September 7 will be Youth Sunday during the
10:15 am service! The children and youth are invited
to be active participants in the liturgy. The Children's
Choir will sing. If your child is interested in ushering,
reading, being an acolyte, singing or anything else,
please let us know.

Sunday, September 7
Homecoming Sunday

9:00 am
Sunday School resumes!

8:00 am and 10:15 am
Blessing of Backpacks

10:15 am

Commissioning of Sunday
School Teachers and
Children’s Chapel leaders




Page 9 Ascension Extension September 2025
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Yard Clean-Up Day at 30 North Court
Street: Saturday, September 13

Now that the shed has been removed from the
backyard at our 30 North Court Street property,
the Buildings and Grounds Committee has
scheduled a yard clean-up day. We will cut
down bushes, clear growth from the fence line,
rake up gravel from the former sight of the shed,
and hopefully do a little grass seeding. Branches
will be loaded into a fruck to go to the landfill.

WE COULD USE SOME HELP PLEASE on
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH BEGINNING AT
9:00 AM. Lawn tools will be provided, but you
are welcome to bring your own tools and/or a
pair of gloves. (If it rains, please assume that the
yard clean-up day is cancelled.)

There is convenient parking behind the 30 North
Court Street property in the Westminster First
Church of God parking lot (27 N. Center Street).

Questions2 Contact Deb Vana

Buildings

and Grounds
Committee

Shed removal: Summer 2025
: : - .
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October Newsletter

BOOK 2° 25
Join us at 12:30 pm
in the Guild Room.

September 24: David Copperfield
by Charles Dickens

October 29: The Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck

We will not meet in November & December.

1844 Shoppe
Please note the updated 1844 Shoppe hours:

1844 Shoppe a

ascension-westminster.com/1844 Shoppe

e

""The 1844 Shoppe |

_ Antiques, Eclectics and Practicalities

o . Friday and Saturday e
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Church of the Ascension 23 N. Court Street
® Westminster, MD ®
®  Pparking available in the Ralph Street parking lot. ®
Proceeds support the ministriesof
o ~_ Churchofthe Ascension.

b = = Ao
> =<

Autumn and Halloween
items available

e : - : 2 ® Church of the Ascension
ascension-westminster.com/1844-shoppe 23 N. Court Street

- —. 3 = ® Westminster, MD ‘&\,@3
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Bible Study

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study Hour

SUNDAY

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM GUILD ROOM

Thursday Night Bible Study

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
We will meet on September 2 and September
23, 9:30 am, in Room #202.
For information, please contact Bill Sears.

Thursday Night Bible Study will read and discuss
The Hiding Place, by Corrie Ten Boom

Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker
who became a heroine of the Resistance, a
concentration camp survivor and one of the
most remarkable evangelists of the twentieth
century. During World War I, she and her family
risked their lives to help Jews and underground
workers escape from the Nazis. Among her
family, only Corrie survived to tell the story of
how faith ultimately triumphs over evil.

Begins September 11 at 6:30 pm
In the Guild Room and on Zoom

"There is no pit so deep, that God'’s love is not
deeper still." Corrie Ten Boom


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDzL7RKJA6M1Srm_aFRhCjRttWJAskXDjvQ2AWfmbMfBHD8Q/viewform
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Pins & Needles Quilt Raffle

Pins & Needles holds an annual Quilt Raffle to
generate funds for use by the group. In the last
5 years, we have been able to donate to
several Stone Church projects - Furnace/AC
and to help pay the Water/Sewer bill when the
Stone Church basement flooded. We also
donated funds to purchase new windows and
security cameras.

Other outreach donations include Operation
Christmas Child, DreamBuilders MD, Ghanaian
Mothers' Hope Reading Camp, Shepherd's Staff
Call for Coats, Project Linus, the Free Children's
Summer Programs and Angel Tree.

Operation Christmas Child
It's almost time for Operation Christmas
Child! The campaign begins September 7.

Please consider filling a box or two. The
instructions are included, AND our support
goes a long way to make a child’s life a
little more joyful while spreading the love
of Christ. Instructions and gift suggestions
will be included in each box.

R
’

Pins & Needles
outreach efforts will
continue with your
support. Take
several packs of 6
tickets, along with
a quilt picture, to
sell raffle tickets to
family, friends, and
coworkers! See Pins & Needles members, or stop
by the Church Office to purchase raffle tickets
or pick up tickets to sell.

Thank you for your support!

® o o o 0o 0o 0 0 o o o o
samaritanspurse.org
R
X% Church of the A SCENSION.
Connect. Grow. Serve.
Operation Christmas Child
2025 Schedule:

Boxes and Instructions Available:
Sunday, September 7
Return Boxes to Church:

November 2-9
Boxes Blessed:
Sunday, November 9

Samaritan’s Purse sends gift-filled Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes to children in need
around the world together with the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Celebrating 20 years of Service
in Ghana

Join the fun and help us
celebrate.

When: September 20, 2025

Time: 3-7pm

Where: Church of the Ascension
23 N. Court St.,

Westminster, MD

VA VAV v I VA
Septe

ber 20, 2025
S WErER

WVEE:

o
Ghanaian o
Mothers’
- o
Hope” -
SINCE 2005 A
>
9 3

Buffet Dinner, African Dancers,
Raffles, Auction, Awards

Cost: $30 Adult
$15 Children 6-13
Children under 6 free

] \.j'lg
Ehiter

It all began with a simple dream—to help children in Ghana thrive. Twenty years later, that dream
has grown intfo a powerful legacy. Today, it stands as four schools built from the ground up, a fully
functioning health center and nurses' quarters, thousands of books placed in eager hands, five
vibrant Reading Camps each year, 50 women trained to deliver clean water to their communities,
and more than 50 teachers equipped with stronger, more effective skills to inspire the next
generation.

Click on the image to buy tickets.
Celebrate 20 years of Empowerment

4:00pm Keur Khaley African Dance Company

4:45pm Ghanaian Dinner: Chicken, Fish, Salad, Green beans, Jollif Rice, and Dessert

Raffles and Silent Auction



https://gmhope.networkforgood.com/events/89216-spirit-of-ghana-20-year-celebration
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In Loving Memory: Franne Liggon

It is with both sadness and gratitude that | share
the news of the death of Franne Liggon,
beloved mother of parishioner Merri Hollinger.
Franne died peacefully on August 9 at
BridginglLife Hospice, surrounded by her loved
ones.

She was deeply involved in the life of Ascension
over many years and served in various positions
with faith and dedication. A funeral celebration
of her life and resurrection will likely take place
in September. Details will be shared as soon as
they are finalized.

Chamber Music on the Hill Concert: September 28

Chamber Music on the Hill presents What could be grander than the majesty of a
‘Twice as Grand’ grand piano¢? Pianists David Kreider and Donald
The Horneff / Kreider Piano Duo Horneff have been thrilling audiences in
Sunday, September 28, 2025, 3:00 p.m. concerts across Maryland for more than thirty
Coley Rice Lounge, McDaniel College years with repertoire from Mozart to 20th

century jazz—and everything in between. Our
Season Opener will include Haydn and Milhaud.
‘Meet the Musicians’ at a post-concert
reception.

Tickets:

General: $20
Seniors/Military: $15
Children and Students: FREE

. Thank You Note
9 AR
Carroll County Men’s ﬁ! Dear Ascension Family:
Prayer Breakfast A

Saturday October 4, 2025
7:30 -10 am

r prayers and heartfelt condolences
on the passing of my mother. |
appreciate all of you during this

? ; Thank you so much for your

e parryiSayne time. Your support means so much
,i' ';5 Online tickets at Ra:ei; % TO me.

carroll.mdmen.org
Mary Butler

LIVE Prayer Buffet Help Support
REIE & Ministry Breakfast Local
Resources Included Ministries
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Church of the Ascension

23 North Court Street
Westminster, MD 21157



