Church of the /A SCENSION

Connect. Grow. Serve. I

The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

October 18, 2026

10:15 a.m.

Welcome to Church of the Ascension

Church of the Ascension provides opportunities to
Connect with God and one another,

Grow in faith and understanding, and

Serve the Lord, one another, and the world around us.

We are an active community of faith committed to welcoming all
and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Christ-centered + Spirit-filled + Mission-minded

The Liturgy of the Word of God

Celebrant: The Reverend Dr. Chip Lee, Interim Rector
9 Please stand as you are able.

Prelude
¢ Processional Hymn “Be Thou My Vision”
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9 Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymnal #488



9 The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

¢ Hymn of Praise Mass of Ascension — Donna Parker
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¥ The Collect of the Day: The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our




Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson: Exodus 33:12-23

A Reading from the Book of Exodus

Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have
not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name,
and you have also found favor in my sight.” Now if [ have found favor in your sight,
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too
that this nation is your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give
you rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from
here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people,
unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every
people on the face of the earth.”

The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I
pray.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim
before you the name, “The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for
no one shall see me and live.” And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft
of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take
away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 99
1 The LoRD is King; let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * he is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his
Name, * they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.



9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

The Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved
by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy
inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so
that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to
serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

$Sequence Song “Glorify Thy Name” by Donna Adkins
1.Father, we love you, we praise 2.Jesus, we love you, we praise  3.Spirit, we love you, we praise
you we adore you. Glorify your  you we adore you. Glorify your  you we adore you. Glorify your

Name in all the earth. Name in all the earth. Name in all the earth.

Glorify thy Name. Glorify thy Glorify thy Name. Glorify thy Glorify thy Name. Glorify thy
Name. Glorify thy Name in all Name. Glorify thy Name in all Name. Glorify thy Name in all
the earth. the earth. the earth.

¥ The Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose
title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.



The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon The Rev. Dr. Chip Lee

¢The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

9 The Pravers of the People: Form VI
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. (Silence)

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and
for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, freedom,
and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice,
and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble, especially Marion, Mary,
Jeanne, Lianne, Bill, Gail, Bobbie, Jerry, Sean, Heather, Jackie, Erin, Karen, Scott, Barry,
Chris, Dan, Gladys, Sharon, Debbie, Jordan, Reed, Diane; For those who minister to the
sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all
who seek the Truth.

For Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Carrie, our
Bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers; For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
(Silence. The People may add their own petitions.)

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
(Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.)
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We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
(Silence. The People may add their own petitions.)

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.

% Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Absolution

¥ The Peace: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Announcements

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) N. as
they begins another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Thank you for your financial support! To make an online offering, please scan the QR code.

The Celebration of the Holy Communion

Offertory Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8

“Take My Life and Let It Be”
]

4 | | | | | | I I M H | i | |
e
. s = | — —
1. Take my hfe  and let it be con - se - cral - ed, Lord, 1o Thee;
2. Take my hands and let  them move at  the im - pulse of Thy  love;
3. Take my wvoice and let me  sing al - wavs, on - ly for my  King;
4, Take my sl - wer and my gold— Not a mite would [ with - hold;
5. Take my will and  make Thine— It  shall be no long - er mine;
6. Take my love— my Lord, | pour at Thy feet 1ts treas - ure  store;



e e
=

i
T

o
Take my mo - ments and my  days— Let them flow in  ceasc - less  praise,
Take my feet  and let them  be swift and beau - u - ful for  Thee,
Take my lips  and let them  be filled with mes - sag - es from Thee,
Take my in - tel - lect and use ev - 'ty powTr as Thou shalt choose,
Take my heart— It 15  Thine own; It shall be Thy roy - al throne,
Take my - self, and I owall be oV - cr, on - ly all for  Thee,
9 Dm B FiC C F
= — === s ! ]
tJ \"'l-_.-ﬂ" * [

let them flow in cease - less praise.

swift and beau - u - - ful for Thee.

filled with mes - sag - - s from Thee.

eV - ry pow’n as Thou shalt choose.

it shall be Thy oy - - al throne.

ev - er, on - Iy, all for Thee.

CCLI Song # 1390 © Words: Public Domain | Music: Public Domain
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¥ The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

?Sanctus Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."



9 Memorial Acclamation

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

A Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever.

9 The Great Amen Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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9 The Breaking of Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

9 Fraction Anthem “Lamb of God” Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Amen.

The Communion of the People: All are welcome to receive Holy Communion as the spirit moves

you. When directed by an Usher, please come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer a
blessing, please indicate by crossing your arms over your chest. To receive the wine you can either drink
from the common cup or dip your host held by the second Eucharistic minister on both sides of the priest.

Communion Music “The Table”
1. I will feast at the table of the Lord 3. There is healing at the table of the Lord
| will feast at the table of the Lord There is healing at the table of the Lord
| won't hunger anymore at His table Oh and | won't suffer anymore at His table
Chorus: 4. I'm invited to the table of the Lord
Come all you weary come and find I'm invited to the table of the Lord
His yoke is easy His burden is light He says come just as you are to His table
He is able He will restore CCLI Song # 7028956  Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Wayne Jolley
At the table of the Lord © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
(At the table of the LOI‘d) S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
. Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
2. There is peace at the table of the Lord Terebinth Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

There is peace at the table of the Lord For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. Al rights reserved.
| won't worry anymore at His table www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 259427
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? Prayer of Thanksgiving: Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have
graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now




into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

9 The Blessing
¥ Recessional Song “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”
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CCLI Song # 4768151 | Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio
© 2006 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com | CCLI License # 259427

9 The Dismissal:

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

Alleluia, alleluia!
People: ~ Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude
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Worship Assistants October 18 October 25

Organist Mary Butler Mary Butler
Musicians Choir Choir
Ushers 2 needed 2 needed
Lector Olivia Carpenter 1 needed
Acolyte(s) 1 needed 1 needed

Sandy White, Kim Tompkins, | Sandy White, Kim Tompkins,

Chalicists John Holbert, Betsy Reinders | John Holbert, 1 needed
Worship Slides 1 needed Jill Horn
Audio Visual Nick Hoff Nick Hoff

October Altar Guild: Karen Lance, Jenny Lui, Raymond Lui, Sandy White

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by David and Ellen Anderson, in celebration of
their wedding anniversary.

Attendance October 11
8:00 am - 27 10:15 am In-person -44 YouTube -8 Facebook -3 Total: 82

Readings for Next Sunday: The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Psalm 90 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Matthew 22:34-46

Church of the Ascension | 23 North Court Street | Westminster, Maryland 21157
Church Office: 410-848-3251 | Email: office@ascension-westminster.com
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