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Rector’'s Message

As | write these words, we are savoring our last few days in
France with our families before returning home. It has been
a gift to step away for a few weeks—to rest, to relax, to
reminisce, and simply to enjoy being together with the
people we love.

Coming home to France always brings back many
memories. There are places that have changed and others
that seem almost exactly as | remember them. There have
been long conversations around the table, walks through
familiar places, laughter, stories from years ago, and time
with both of our families. | am deeply thankful for these
weeks and for the opportunity to rest before returning for my
final days with you at Ascension.

And perhaps it is inevitable that, as | have been reminiscing
about the past here in France, | have also found myself
thinking about these past three years at Ascension.

There is so much for which | am thankful.

When Sophie and | arrived three years ago, you welcomed
us into your lives. You opened your church and your homes
to us. You frusted me with your joys and your sorrows, your
hopes and your worries. | have had the privilege of
baptizing, marrying, burying, praying, laughing, sometimes
crying, and above all worshiping with you week after week.
You have also been extraordinarily kind to my family. |
cannot forget that. Sophie and | will always remember the
love and friendship you have shown us.

(Continued on p. 2)

Ascension is called to be a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ,
that we draw all people to him.
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September Worship

September é
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite I, Stone Church
9:00 am Adult Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite I, Holy Cross Hall
Children’s Sermon

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

September 13
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Homecoming Sunday

Operation Christmas Child begins
8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church
9:00 am Adult Bible Study

9:00 am Sunday School: Gr. 6-12
10:15 am H.E. Rite ll, Holy Cross Hall
10:15 am Sunday School: Gr. K-5
11:30 am Fellowship Hour

Church of the A SCENSION

Conrect. Grow: Serve.

HON\E/Q\CON\ING SUNDAY

Sunday School classes resume
Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

Blessmg of Bachpachs
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ascension-westminster.com/events

September 20
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church
9:00 am Adult Bible Study

9:00 am Sunday School: Gr. 6-12
10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall
10:15 am Chapel for all ages

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

September 27
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am H.E. Rite I, Stone Church
9:00 am Adult Bible Study

9:00 am Sunday School: Gr. 6-12
10:15 am H.E. Rite Ill, Holy Cross Hall
10:15 am Sunday School: Gr. K-5
11:30 am Fellowship Hour

Rector’s Message continued...

| also know that my decision to leave has been difficult for
some. | know that some of you are disappointed, upset, and
perhaps even angry with me. | understand that.
Relationships matter, and saying goodbye is painful
precisely because those relationships have mattered.

But as | have tried to explain, my decision came through a
long period of discernment. Somewhere along the way, |
began to wonder whether God might be calling me to
another mission—and whether, difficult as it might be, a new
chapter might also be good for Ascension. Part of my
discernment was the growing conviction that one of the
ways | could help Ascension at this point was by making
room for something new.

| do not know exactly what that new chapter will look like for
Ascension. Neither do you. But | frust that God is noft finished
with this parish. The ministry of Ascension never belonged to
me, and it will not belong to whoever comes after me. It
belongs to God, and all of us have simply been entrusted
with a part of it for a time.

My part of that journey with you is now coming to an end.
But yours is not.

So, as | leave, my encouragement to you is simple: continue
to be the Church together. Pray and read the Scriptures.
Continue to learn and deepen your faith. Make time for one
another—not only on Sunday mornings, but through
fellowship, conversation, and friendship. And find your own
way to serve. Ascension needs the gifts of all its people,
whether in worship, the nursery, Christian education,
outreach, the office, or the many other ministries that make
the life of this parish possible.

And at the heart of it all, come to worship. Be faithful to the
Sunday Euchairist. In our Baptismal Covenant, we promise to
“continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers.” We live that promise
in a particular way each Sunday when we gather as the
Body of Christ, listen to the apostles’ teaching in Scripture,
pray together, and break the bread around the Lord’s
Table.

The Euchairist is the source and summit of our Christian life—
and, | would add, the source and summit of our week. There
we are gathered around Word and Sacrament, nourished
by Christ, strengthened by one another, and then sent back
info the world fo love and serve in his name.

(Continued on p. 3)
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Rector’'s Message continued...

Part of being the Church together is also supporting its life and mission. | hope you will contfinue to be
generous to Ascension, especially through unrestricted pledges and donations. They give the parish
the flexibility it needs to sustain its ministries and respond to whatever God may be preparing for its
future.

The months ahead will be a time of transition, but they can also be a time of renewal. Do not simply
wait for the next priest. Pray, worship, serve, give, learn, gather, and care for one another. You are
Ascension, but more importantly, you belong to Christ. And Christ will continue to be present among
you.

September 13 will be my last Sunday as your rector. | know that day will be filled with many emotions.
But above all, I hope it will be a day of thanksgiving—not simply for these three years, but for what
God has done among us and for the relationships we have shared.

I will carry many memories with me. And | will carry you with me too.

| cannot forget how wonderful you have been to me and to my family. Whatever distance separates
us and whatever new chapters God opens before us, you will remain part of our story, and you will
remain in my heart.

Thank you for these three years. Thank you for your trust. Thank you for your patience. Thank you for
your friendship. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of being your priest.

And as we prepare to say goodbye, | pray that we can entrust one another—and whatever comes
next—to the One who brought us together in the first place.

Faithfully,
Fr. Pierre-Henry

Sunday, September 13 Free Bibles and Books

Fr. Pierre-Henry's last worship services at Fr. Pierre-Henry has placed several Bibles and
Ascension are on Sunday, September 13. Please | other books on a table outside of Holy Cross
join us after the 10:15 service for an extended Hall. Please take any that you would like.

Fellowship Hour so that we can say “Bon
Voyage" to Pierre-Henry and Sophie, and wish
them well as they leave Maryland and move to
New York. There will be a basket for cards.

Church Staff

Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson Rector

Ann Fariss Parish Administrator

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Communications Associate/Handbell Choir Director
Mary Butler Organist/Choir Director

Travis Collins Digital Ministry Associate

Suzanne Walter Nursery Aftendant
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September Sundays at a Glance:
Sunday, September 6:

efr. Pierre-Henry will preach.

eThere will be a Children’s Sermon.

Sunday, September 13:

eHomecoming Sunday: Students of all ages
should bring their school backpacks for a special
blessing at both services.

eOperation Christmas Child begins. (see p.16)
oFr. Pierre-Henry's last Sunday at Ascension
eFellowship Hour will follow after the 10:15 am
service to say farewell to Fr. Pierre-Henry and
Sophie.

Sunday, September 20:
oFr. Bill Pugliese will be the supply priest.
eChildren’s Chapel for youth of all ages will
resume

eRealm Help Session after the 8:00am service
eRealm Help Session after the 10:15am service
Sunday, September 27: i \
eThe Rev. Kristin Krantz, Canon :‘ :
for Transitions, will preach and B | TiS S
meet with the congregation ‘
after each service.
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Vestry Meeting Highlights: August 2026
Highlights from the This is a comprehensive program scheduled for 6
August 17, 2026 Special Vestry Meeting full-day Saturday sessions from October through
Present: Canon Kristin Krantz, Kim Tompkins, Bryan  April. This program builds connections and a
Lance, Susan Considine, David Anderson, Kevin community of love within and between

Mclintyre, Mark Howe, Melissa Leahy, Deborah congregations to strengthen shared learning,
Rio, Dave Gosnell. encouragement, community, and inspiration as
Absent: none well as to enhance our ability to discern our

future. Any interested persons should contact

The Rev. Kristin Krantz, Canon for Transitions at Kim Tompkins.

the diocese, led this initial Transition Orientation
meeting with the Vestry. The Vestry will continue to focus on Ascension’s

e © © © © © © © © o o e e currentfinancialsituation and develop future
strategies for 2027 and beyond. A Marketing
Committee will be launched shortly to develop
and implement approaches to increase rental
opportunities at Ascension across our campus.
There will also be a Marketing Initiative to bring in
new parishioners. The Outreach Committee is
preparing to host an Adult Financial Education

Highlights from the
August 25, 2026 Vestry Meeting
Present. Kim Tompkins, Bryan Lance, Susan
Considine, David Anderson, Kevin Mclntyre, Mark
Howe, Deborah Rio, Dave Gosnell.
Absent: Melissa Leahy

Jill Horn will become the new Vestry registrar Speaker Series beginning this fall, covering a
beginning in September. We are grateful for her  variety of topics for both parishioners and the
support! community.

The Vestry Licisons chart was updated to reflect  Transition activities and tasks will continue to
Kevin Mclintyre will become the liaison for take place with Fr. Pierre-Henry during the first
Christian Education (Adults) now that Lorraine two weeks of September as we prepare for his
Fulton has moved away. last day on Sunday, September 13. The Vestry

will also work very closely Canon Kristin Krantz
throughout the entire transition and discernment
process. We will publish more information as it

Susan Considine reviewed the Financial Reports
for July, 2026 (see the chart on p.6).

We are striving to send a 2-3 person team from becomes available. Canon Kristin will preach at
Ascension to attend the College for Ascension on Sunday, September 27, and will be
Congregational Development (CCD) af the available to meet with the congregation after
Diocesan Center in Baltimore. each service.
The Vesiry
Vestry/Officers Term Ends = Ministry Liaison
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson Rector
Kim Tompkins, Sr. Warden 2027
Bryan Lance, Jr. Warden 2029 Buildings and Grounds
Susan Considine, Treasurer 2029
Nancy Starner, Assistant Treasurer
Jill Horn, Registrar
Kevin Mcintyre 2027 Christian Education (Adults)
David Anderson 2027 Worship Assistants
Deborah Rio 2028 Fellowship
Mark Howe 2028 Stewardship
Melissa Leahy 2028 Outreach, Pastoral Care

Dave Gosnell 2029 Christian Education (Children & Youth)
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From the Senior Warden

The Vestry continues to work closely with the Rev. Kristin Krantz, Canon for Transitions. As we progress
through next steps, there will be many opportunities for Ascension parishioners to share their gifts and
serve in meaningful ways! May we continue to seek God’s wisdom and embrace one another with
love, patience, and grace as we walk together, step by step, through this journey.

In Christ’s love,
Kim Tompkins
Senior Warden

A Financial Snapshot - July 2026

Below is a brief look at how the parish is doing financially — first for the month of July, then for the year
so far — alongside what we had budgeted, so we can see how we stand against our plan.

July, 2026

Income $29,765 $22,027  $7,738 below budget
Expenses $35,062 $30,230 $4,832 below budget
Income vs. Expenses ($5,297) ($8,203)

Year to Date, January-July, 2026

Income $208,355 $237,744 = $29,389 above budget
Expenses $245,434 $219,251  $26,183 below budget
Income vs. Expenses ($37,079) $18,493 surplus

A Note on Reading These Figures: Amounts in parentheses are deficits — periods in which we spent
more than we received. Our expenses are running below budget in part because the diocesan
assessment has been held temporarily waiting for the diocesan grant. The $40,000 grant will be
received in August. As a result, the diocesan assessment will be paid in August. The year-to-date
surplus also reflects the timing of gifts: several ministries redirected funds to the General Fund early in
the year, and a number of pledges were paid in full up front. For these reasons, the early-year surplus
should not be read as the outlook for the full year
and has been declining each month.

TOTAL BANK FUNDS AS OF 7/31/2026

What's in the Bank $219,159 _—

. Donor nrestricted,
(Checking Account & Money Market Account)? Restricted, $43,331.42,
Of the $219,159 total in our bank accounts, only $60,451.14, 20%

$43,331 is fully unrestricted (20%) and available to 28%
pay our monthly operating expenses. Our monthly
Operating Budgeted expenses average $35,062 per

Available by
month.

Vestry
Decision,
$38,132.36,
17%
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Fumdralsers @é%

Fall Fundraisers

Texas Road House Spaghetti Dinner

218S. Cranberry Road Church of the Ascension
Westminster, MD Fellowship Hall
September 28 October 10

3:00pm -10:00pm 4:00pm - 7:00pm

Eat at Texas Road House and 10%
of the proceeds will be donated to
Church of the Ascension.

Church of the Ascemmnﬁ— '
Connect. Grow. Serve.

Realm Information and Help Sessions: September 20
The Realm Church Directory was

C :) launched in November 2025. We
encourage everyone to use the Realm
reall N Church Directory online, as it always

includes the most current information.

Realm Help SeSSionS Realm provides continuous access to an

up-to-date church directory.

Sunday, September 20
After the 8:00am service in the Stone Church For those who need extra help setting up
After the 10:15am service in the Fellowship Hall their account, there will be an

information and help session, hosted by
Susan Considine, on Sunday, September
20 after the 8:00 am service in the Stone
Church and after the 10:15 am service in
the Fellowship Hall. Please feel free to
bring your device and questions. Susan
will be happy to assist you!

For those who need extra help to
set up their Realm account.

Please bring your device and

questions.

Realm provides
continuous access
to an up-to-date
church directory.

Help Sessions run
by Susan Considine

onrealm.org/ascensionwestminster
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Church of the A SCENLSION "

Childrew and Youth WMinistries

Children’s Summer Programs 2026: Thank You!

Each Terrific Tuesday in June and July, our
church was filled with children enjoying exciting
activities and meaningful Mini VBS sessions. It
was a joy fo welcome so many young people.
This program would not have been possible
without the dedication and generosity of so
many wonderful people.

A hearifelt thank you to Jackie Weschler,
Megan Biller, Betsy Reinders, and Margaret
Harchenhorn for organizing the program,
handling registration, setting up, cleaning up,
and serving as the heart of this ministry. Your
countless hours of planning and hard work
made this summer a success.

Thank you to Kat Dittrich for planning, shopping
for, and preparing delicious lunches for our
hungry children each Tuesday. Your care and
generosity were deeply appreciated.

Thank you to Lynn Lyon-Vaiden for keeping our
parish family informed each week about all the
summer happenings. Your communication
helped keep everyone connected and
engaged.

And to all of our devoted volunteers who
answered the call to serve, thank you for sharing
your time, energy, and love with our children.
Your willingness to help made a lasting
difference.

To each and every person who contributed in
any way, we extend our heartfelt gratitude.
Your support, dedication, and love helped
create a summer filled with faith, friendship, fun,
and lasting memories.

Betsy Reinders

Summer Programs 2026
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Sunday School

Kindergarten - 5t Grade

Class meets at 10:15 am on the 2nd & 4t Sunday,

led by Carrie Goff.

ePrayer in Every Class

Prayer will be included in every class to help
children develop a personal relationship with
God and learn the importance of prayer.

eUnderstanding the Church Service

Children will learn what happens during worship
and why each part of the church service is
important. Crafts and simple activities will help
make each lesson meaningful and memorable.

eBible Stories Chosen by the Children

Children will have opportunities to choose Bible
stories they are interested in learning about,
encouraging participation and curiosity about
God’'s Word.

eCommunity Outreach

Children will be given opportunities to put their
faith into action by serving others and
participating in age-appropriate community
outreach activities.

Children’s Chapel

Children’s Chapel, led by Merle Martin, is a
special worship experience designed for
children and youth of all ages. The service
follows the basic patftern of our adult worship
service, helping children learn what it means to
worship God with reverence, joy, and respect.

Children's Chapel will meet once a month
during the 10:15 am worship service

P> New This Year: Children will follow the 10:15
am service procession to Chapel, where they
will take part in their own age-appropriate
worship service. Children participate by taking
turns carrying the cross, lighting the candles and
joining together in prayer and song.

Children and youth will return to the 10:15 am
service no later than Holy Communion, so
families can worship and share in Communion
together.

ascension-westminster.com/sundayschool
6t — 12t Grade
Class meets at 9:00 am on Sunday morning, led
by Karen Griesmyer.
eDiscovering How to Work Together for God
e God calls us to work together in love and
unity, using our different gifts and abilities
to serve Him and others.

On September 13, Students of all ages should
bring their school backpacks for a special
blessing at both services.

Church of the A SCENSION

Conrect. Grow: Serve.

HON\E/Q\CON\ING SUNDAY

Sunday School classes resume
Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:15 am

Blessmg of Bachpachs
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ascension-westminster.com/events

ascension-westminster.com/childrenschapel

Chiilldren st €hapel

eSeptember 20
eOctober 18
e November 1

during the 10:15 seryic.e
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Bible Study

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study Hour

SUNDAY

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM GUILD ROOM

Thursday Night Bible Study will resume on
Thursday, September 3 (Zoom only) at 6:30 pm. In-
person meetings resume on Thursday, September
10. Our study and discussion of And the Angels
Were Silent will continue through the end of
October. It is not too late to join this study. For
information, please contact Lynn Lyon-Vaiden.
(lynn. Iyonvolden@gmcul com)

Book Club

2026

Join us at 12:30 pm
in the Guild Room.

B0
(LUB

September 30: Switchboard Soldiers: A Novel
of the Heroic Women Who Served in the U.S.
Army Signal Corps During World War |

by Jennifer Chiaverini

October 28 - Remarkably Bright Creatures: A
Novel by Shelby Van Pelt

For more information, please contact
Cheryl Vecera at 443.794.3691 or
cherylvecera@gmail.com

Bible Study:

Exploring
the Apocrypha

: Discover the
*Hidden Books, History, and Wisdomf;;,.

1%, 3" and 5" Tuesdays 9:30 am

Al

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
This study will meet on
September 1, 15 and 29
at 9:30 am in Room #202.
For information, please contact Bill Sears.
(redrock2@verizon.net)

1844 Shoppe

Handbags, Jewelry,
& Scarves
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Mistletoe Mart,

There are 2 months remaining until Ascension’s 52nd Mistletoe Mart

Thursday, November 12 -

Saturday, November 14

https://www.mistletoemart.com

The Mistletoe Mart has become one of the
premier arts and crafts shows in the tristate
area. The talent of each of the over 40 artisans
participating this year is truly amazing! Over
2,300 patrons attended the 2025 Mart. Each
year the Mart donates 20-30% of their proceeds
to Community Outreach, with the balance
providing support to Ascension. Proceeds from
Mistletoe Mart 2025 provided $7,500 to
Community Outreach (15 different
organizations) and $27,500 to Ascension.

After careful consideration, the decision was
made to increase the admission price from
$5.00 to $7.00. Children under age 12 remain
free. This should result in an additional $4,000 -
$4,500 admission income. As a reminder, the
admission ticket is good for all three days of the
Mart.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
§

.FLuFFING'
OF THE
GREENS ]

ANGEL
LS
=1

~
-—n

Volunteer signup boards will be posted in early
September outside of the Fellowship Hall. There
are many ways you can apply your talents!

» Decorating (Please contact Donna Bair for
details.) Includes “Fluffing of the Greens” and
transforming our space intfo a beautiful
Christmas setting throughout the Holy Cross
Hall, Fellowship Hall and hallways — and then
removing decorations afterwards.

» Publicity (Please contact Susan Considine &
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden for details.)

W (=

November 12-14, 2026

Mistletoe Mart Postcards need to be
distributed to places that you visit, including
dry cleaners, hair and nail salons, restaurants,
Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts, Panera Bread,
schools, doctor’s offices, daycare facilifies,
and senior centers. Postcards will be
available at the back of both sanctuaries
during October.

bovove INWISTLETOE
on a major M ART

road?¢ Yard
signs will be \ ARTISANS & CRAFTER

available during October. Please place one
in your yard to help promote the Mart.

Advertising: Watch for our ad in Carroll
Magazine, in newspapers and online, as well
as on digital billboards and a large banner
(by the Airpark). A press release is being
released to multiple organizations.

» Shop Assistants

(Please contact Ellen Anderson for details.)
Visit vendors throughout each day, taking and
delivering their café food and drink orders.
Vendors compliment the Mart on this service
that is provided to them- and with a smile!

Continued on next page.


https://www.mistletoemart.com/
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Mistletoe Mart (continued)
»Tear Down / Set Up

(Please contact David Horn for details.)

Take down the Holy Cross Hall altar and pew
chairs as well as furniture from the Fellowship
Hall, classrooms and offices before the Mart
and then set up after the Mart. Also move
packed Mistletoe Mart boxes and items used
during the Mart out of storage and return them
afterwards. This is physical work and while we
have movers from Glamour Moving to help on
specific days, Ascension volunteers are needed
to make the take down and set up tasks
effective and manageable.

» Kitchen (Please contact Melissa Leahy for
details.)

Food prep takes place Monday(11/9) -
Wednesday(11/11) before the Mart. Help is
then needed throughout each day on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday to prepare food,
serve food and clean up. There is a wonderful
fellowship while working in the kitchen, and the
more volunteers that sign up result in more
manageable shifts, especially during lunch and
dinner.

» Admission Table (Please contact Susan
Considine for details.) Sit at one of our two
Admission Tables (by the back parking lot and
by the church office). Welcome patrons and
sell admission fickets.

» Country Store (Baked Goods Table) (Please
contact Merri Hollinger for details.)

Calling all bakers - the bake table needs your
talents! This is the time to get out those great
recipes for cookies, cakes, bread, pies, muffins,
cupcakes, candy, fudge, muffins and more.
Please remember, the bake table needs to be

stocked for ALL THREE DAYS.

» Café Host/Hostess
(Please contact Beverly Baker for details.)
Clear and clean the café tables.

» Golden Bough Tea Area (Please contact
Jeanne Cox for details.)Mistletoe Mart Tea
Setup in the Fellowship Hall

Ensure there is Mistletoe Mart Tea and supplies
available.

» Santa’s Workshop (Please contact Lynn Kirby.)
Children will be able to visit with Santa & Mrs.
Claus! Crafts will also be available.

» Sound System (Please contact Travis Collins
for details.)

Assist with playing Christmas music through the
sound system and display presentations on the
monitors. Make announcements during the
Mart.

» When you volunteer during the Mart,
please wear your Ascension magnetic
nametag! If you need to order one, please
contact our Parish Administrator, Ann Fariss, in
the Church Office.

( ( ( ( ( ( ( (] [ [ (] [

This is such an exciting time of the year! We all
have special memories we have shared with
each other as well as our family, friends,
vendors and the community! However, we
truly need everyone’s help to manage the
wide range of jobs. Thank you for all of your
time and support to make the Mart a success!

Mistletoe Mart Chairs
Kim Tompkins
e © 6 o o o o o o o o o

RAFFLE TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE BEAUTIFUL
STARS AND STRIPES QUILT (48" x 72")
$1 EACH OR 6 FOR $5

WINNING TICKET WILL BE DRAWN ON NOVEMBER 14!
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sEPT
148 THIRD FRIDAY

OF THE MONTH

g FELLQIWSHIP o POTLUCK

in the Fellowship Hall our

Volunteers are needed to host. We want to keep ﬁﬁﬂb
it VERY simple by providing coffee, and using '

snacks that are available in the church pantry.
Coffee making instructions are provided. All you BRING A DISH TO SHARE!
need to do is make coffee, set out a few platters S e

or baskets of snacks, monitor the coffee and f
make more if necessary and clean up. There is a
signup sheet on the kitchen door. Training is
available! Questions?g Please contact Kat
Dittrich.

Baptisms: July 19

We celebrated the Baptisms of Hallie
and Jameson Higgins at the Sunday,
July 19, 8:00 am service. We rejoiced
with them, their parents Jacob and
Katie, and their family.
Congratulations and God's
abundant blessings to our newest
young Christians and all their family
and friends!

LT [ sz ..

\

[3:11]
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DreamBuilders MD: June 2026

Dear Ascension Friends:

| served on my fourth trip mission trip to Hazard,
KY, with DreamBuilders MD in June 2026. Each
year after my week in Hazard, | come home
with a strong sense of faith, gratitude, meaning,
openness, and receptivity. Those gifts settle in
me and also stir me to share my experiences in
the hope that others may decide to take this
small leap, or some other kind, and see where it
may lead. DreamBuilders MD is a faith-based
organization, founded in 2002, that organizes
and participates in construction-based mission
trips locally, nationally, and internationally.

| have personally fallen in love with the beautiful,

rural, impoverished Hazard, KY area of
Appalachia, and find myself drawn back there
year after year, where the mission is constructing
new homes for people whose homes were
destroyed by severe flooding in 2022. The
people of this community don’'t have many
luxuries, and the area is impacted by the things
that many impoverished communities struggle
with. At the same time, God'’s beautiful
presence there is unmistakable; it shines strongly
and brightly, through the resilience, love, and
faith that the people there embody.

In June 2026, in five days, our group of 35
missioners, under the direction of our AWESOME
Hazard-based partner organization, Housing
Development Alliance, built 3 houses. We
arrived at the job site Monday morning to three
foundations; by the end of the workday that
following Friday afternoon, we had three fully
built houses—complete with floors, framing,
walls, windows, doors, porches, and shingled
roofs—ready for the next crews to install siding
and complete inside finish-work to make them
move-in ready.

by Angela Chmar
Building houses is fun! Even more so, doing it
alongside others—many, many others-- whose
mindsets and goals are completely focused
outside of themselves—that is the essence of this
experience. For me, the mission of these trips has
been multi-dimensional. The obvious mission of
the building has fed my curiosity such that | am
now even more hungry for continued learning.
These trips have also developed in me a very
certain longing to nurture my connectedness
with others and instill hope. The specialness of
this week, every year, seems to be about the
shared experience of people coming together
to create something bigger than themselves,
focusing on common goals that are love-
inspired, selfless, and beyond our own individual
attachments. How refreshing.....now
healing.....now grounding.

Building houses, building people, instilling hope,
savoring blessings of all varieties. Within those
experiences there exists a vast sense of awe,
and when we find ourselves in state of awe, we
know we are exactly where we are meant to
be. The translated Mayan greeting speaks to the
experience. “| am the other you, and you are
the other me.” Thank you for allowing me to
share this story, which comes from my heart,
with you.

Sincerely,
Angela Chmar

‘ b ’I f
Angela (left) with Verna Karolenko




Page 15

Ascension Extension

September 2026

Connect. Grow. Serve.

" Church of the A SCENSION ﬁ—

Operation Christmas Child
2026 Schedule:

Boxes and Instructions Available:
Sunday, September 13

Return Boxes to Church:

Sunday, October 26___-
Boxes Blessed: &

Sunday, October 26

Samaritan’s Purse sends gift-filled Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes to children in need
around the world together with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Church of the Ascension

23 North Court Street
Westminster, MD 21157



