
Ascension Extension 

 

Ascension is called to be a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ, 
that we draw all people to him. 

 

January 2022     410-848-3251 │ churchoftheascension@gmail.com │ ascension-westminster.com 
 

 

Christmas in the New Year: God Is With Us 
by the Rev. F. Allan Weatherholt, Jr. 
 

On Christmas morning in my short homily, I shared a few thoughts 

from holiday greetings which Rev’d Anne and I had received from 
longtime special Clergy friends. Some of you asked that I put those in 
print, so here they are. 
 
Reflecting upon the pandemic and all the burdens it has brought, 
Pastor Tom, a retired Lutheran friend, wrote: “We should be thankful 
for many things in this difficult time . . . God sits certain amid the 
chaos and holds us in love.”   
 
A Methodist friend and colleague, Pastor Ken, sent this Christmas 
poem: 

Jesus came not to a throne, but to a manger. 
He lived not as a king, but as a servant. 
He chose not a kingdom, but a cross. 

He gave not just a little, but everything.   
 

As we come to the New Year of 2022, the uncertainty of the pandemic 
continues to unfold around us in some frightening ways.  But these 
Christmas thoughts from two wonderful Clergy friends stand as strong 
reminders that God is with us.  Emmanuel has been born to us.  He is 
the world’s greatest gift, not only at Christmas, but throughout every 
day of every year.  We stand on His promises.  We rest in His love. 
 
We pray that the New Year will bring us – and the world – deliverance 
from the pandemic and a time of better life for all.  As Christians, let us 
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remember that Emmanuel – the Christ Child – is with us.  He is with us 
in all circumstances, good and bad.  And, in His love, He will light our 
way forward to a new and better day.   
                                                

                      
Briefly  

▪ On the afternoon of December 3, Barbara and Bill Sears 

hosted Fr. Allan, Rev’d Anne and most of the Episcopalian 

residents of Carroll Lutheran Village for cake, coffee and a very 

nice get-acquainted visit. 

▪ We plan to celebrate the Feast of Candlemas, or the 

Presentation of Our Lord, on Sunday, February 6.  More 

details will be forthcoming.  

▪ The Bishops’ Office has re-scheduled our Parish Visitation 

from Bishop Ihloff, which had been planned for February 6.  

The new date is Sunday, May 22.  In preparation, Fr. Allan will 

offer a Confirmation/New Members Class for youth and adults, 

beginning in late February or early March.  

 

                     
  

Update on the Pandemic  
Our Diocesan Bishops and Parish Clergy remain very concerned 

about the continued spread of the COVID-19 virus and its Omicron 

and Delta variants. The spread is severe and life-threatening among 

those who are unvaccinated.  At this writing, the Bishops have placed 

our Western counties in the Red Phase of precautions, while other 

areas, including Carroll County remain in the Orange Phase. Bishop 

Sutton and Bishop Ihloff urge everyone in our Churches to please get 

vaccinated and to obtain appropriate boosters.  Masks must 

continue to be worn properly by ALL inside our Church buildings, for 

worship and for any other activities.  (Small children are the only 

exception.)  We continue to limit the serving of food (by designated 

masked and gloved handlers) and will continue with the other safety 

protocols which have been in place.  At Ascension we are blessed 

with a high vaccination rate among our parishioners, and everyone 

has been so good about wearing masks.  This has made it possible for 

us to continue forward with in-person worship and most other 

activities.  Thank you for your part in helping to keep us all safe from 

this virus.  Please stay well-informed about ever-changing 

developments.  And please pray for God to deliver us all from this 

pandemic!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr. Allan’s Office Hours 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

Day Off: Monday 
except in times of pastoral need or 

emergency 

 
email: revfaweatherholt@aol.com 

phone: 301-491-6888  

 
January Worship 

 
January 2 
The 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
8:00 am  H.E. Rite I, Stone Church 
10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 
No Sunday School 
No Adult Education 
 
January 9 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:00 am  H.E. Rite I, Stone Church 
10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 
11:30 am Acolyte Training 
 
January 16 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:00 am  H.E. Rite I, Stone Church 
10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 
Children’s Sermon 
11:30 am Acolyte Training 
 
January 23 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:00 am  H.E. Rite I, Stone Church 
10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 
11:45 am Annual Parish Meeting 
followed by Lunch 
 
January 30 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:00 am  H.E. Rite I, Stone Church 
10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 
(Inclement weather date for the 
Annual Parish Meeting) 
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Worship  

 

 

Worship Assistants Needed 
There are many opportunities in January for 
volunteers to serve as Lay Readers/Prayer Leaders, 
Ushers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers/Acolytes.  
 
A volunteer (other than Lynn or Jill) is needed to 
advance the worship service slides on January 30. 
Training will be provided. 
 
If you can help, please click here to use Sign Up 
Genius to select one or more dates to serve.  
 

Acolyte Training Begins on 
January 9 
 
On January 9 and January 16, 
directly following the 10:15am 
service, Fr. Allan and Wes 
Ward will hold Acolyte training 
for any interested youth.  
 
Food will be provided, and the training will run from 
approximately 11:30 am-12:15 pm.  
 
Please RSVP to these training sessions using this 
form.   
 

 

Consecrated Home Communion 
Those who attend on Sunday mornings via Zoom or 
Facebook, may request consecrated, prepacked bread and 
wine or juice which they can take from the safety of their 
home during the Eucharist for one Sunday a month. To 
receive prepacked bread and wine or juice, please contact 
the Church Office with the number of people who need 
communion in your home. 
(churchoftheascension@gmail.com) 

 

 
 
 
 

Flower Charts: 2022 
The 2022 flower charts are posted in the 
Stone Church and Holy Cross Hall, so that 
you can request your special dates.  
You’ll receive a call or email 1-2 weeks prior 
to your date to verify the order and the 
acknowledgement in the bulletin. Please call 
the Church Office if you have any questions 
about the ordering process.  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4fa5aa22abfb6-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4fa5aa22abfb6-worship
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXbjEWE9AsLFXKtTWgpMfuwGl-2MHADI2NBfNsCUMZJY4IIg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXbjEWE9AsLFXKtTWgpMfuwGl-2MHADI2NBfNsCUMZJY4IIg/viewform
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Thank You Notes  

 

   
Church of the Ascension was one of 12 
Westminster-area Churches to participate in the 
pre-Christmas Historic Houses of Worship Tour on 
Saturday, December 11. 
   
We were open for 4 hours and showcased our 
historic Stone Church and our various parish 
musicians and singers, who provided beautiful 
music of the Season.  In addition, Daniel 
Weatherholt, Director of Music and Liturgy at St. 
Peter’s, Poolesville, was Guest Organist for an 
hour.  
  
The 1844 Shoppe was open to welcome our 
visitors and hosted refreshments. We warmly 
thank all who helped to make the day a 
success. Special thanks to Parish Administrator 
Ann Fariss for working closely with Fr. Allan to 
organize this Advent event.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Allan and Rev'd Anne warmly thank everyone who 
remembered us at Christmas with cards and gifts.  
  
We treasure each remembrance and thank you for 
thinking of us.  We hope you enjoyed our photo 
greeting card – long a practice of ours.   
 
We had hoped to offer a Christmas Open House or 
other special holiday gathering at our home,  However, 
with the pandemic, we felt this was unwise.   
 
We hope and pray to offer that next year!  Meanwhile, 
thank you again for all the loving Christmas 
remembrances.   
 
We wish each of you God’s abundant blessings in the 
New Year of 2022. 

Dear Friends at Ascension Church: 
 

I want to thank you all for all the love and support 
you have shown to me and my family amidst my 
surgery and subsequent recovery. Although it was 
more than I bargained for, your cards, prayers, and 
other expressions of loving care have meant so very 
much.  
 

Ascension has always been a church that 
remembers its former clergy, and now that I am the 
recipient of that blessing, I want to say that it means 
more than words can express.  
 

God bless you in your continuing witness to the love 
of Christ in the world and thank you again for your 
love and support.  
 

Love in Christ,  
Ron +        
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Vestry  
 

 

The Vestry   

Vestry/Officers Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Rev. Allan Weatherholt  Interim Rector  

Bryan Lance, Sr. Warden January 2023 Finance 

Titus Mataban, Jr. Warden January 2024 Buildings and Grounds 

Nancy Starner, Treasurer January 2022 Finance 

Susan Considine, Registrar January 2023 Worship/Altar Guild 

Liz Lowe January 2022 Worship 

Rick Reinders January 2022 Finance 

Ron Cox January 2023 Finance 

Donna Hansen January 2023 Outreach 

David Kreider January 2023 Worship 

Jill Horn January 2024 Outreach 

Katie Corbin January 2024 Discipleship 

Jackie Weschler January 2024 Membership 
 

Annual Parish Meeting: Sunday, January 23 
Official notice is hereby given to all parishioners of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Church of the 
Ascension.  It is scheduled for the above date and will be held in conjunction with the 10:15 am worship 
service. Business to be transacted will include the election of four new Vestry members who will serve 
three-year terms until 2025.  Lunch will be served.  A “snow date” of January 30 has been reserved in case 
of bad weather.   

                                       
 

Nominations for Vestry are due by Sunday, 
January 2.  Please submit any names to a member 
of the Nominating Committee:  Bryan Lance, Liz 
Lowe, Rick Reinders, Nancy Starner or Fr. Allan.  To 
summarize the By-Law requirements, in order to be 
nominated for Vestry election, an individual must be 

• At least 16 years old 

• Baptized in the Episcopal Church or in 
another Christian Church 

• Baptism must be recorded in the books at 
Church of the Ascension 

• A Confirmed communicant in good standing 
in the Episcopal Church 

• Enrolled as a communicant in Church of the 
Ascension records 

• Worship regularly at Church of the 
Ascension. 

 

Please be certain you have the individual’s 
permission before suggesting them. Four new Vestry 
members will be elected by the congregation at the 
Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 23.   

 

Our Church Wardens, Bryan Lance, Senior 
Warden, and Titus Mataban, Junior Warden – have 
done a superb job of guiding our Parish during this 
uncertain time when we have been without a Rector 
and dealing with the pandemic.   
 

At Interim Rector Fr. Allan’s urging, the Vestry, at 
their December 14 meeting, voted to extend the 
terms of these two Wardens for an additional year.   
This will allow for continued stability while the Rector 
Search moves forward.   
 

We are most grateful to both of these faithful men for 
their willingness to continue to serve our Lord and 
His Church in this important way. 
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Vestry (continued) 
 

 
The Rector Search Committee will be appointed by the Vestry early 
in the New Year – we hope by the date of our January 23 Annual 
Parish Meeting. The committee will be comprised of no more than 5 
to 7 persons, including a Chairperson and a Recording Secretary.  
More than a dozen names have already been suggested for the 
committee, but we will consider all suggestions.  If you have a name 
to recommend, please give that name to Fr. Allan, Senior Warden 
Bryan Lance or Junior Warden Titus Mataban by Sunday, January 
9.   
 

Similar to candidates for Vestry, nominees must be persons who are 
faithful in worship and active in other ministries of Ascension. 
Committee members will need to commit a substantial amount of time 
to the Rector search over the next year, including the availability to 
travel to visit and interview candidates. Funds for the Search 
Committee, including travel expenses, will be allotted in the 2022 
Parish Budget.   

 

 

Security Cameras 
 

Exterior Doors 
 

Security Cameras have been installed at the various 
outside entrances to Holy Cross House, including 
the Parish Office entrance and the hallway from the 
Fellowship Hall to the Pantry area.  
 
Five cameras are now in place.  This provides an 
added layer of protection to the safety and security 
of our Church.   
 
Be aware that you will be on camera in these 
areas of our buildings. We hope everyone 
understands the need for this added measure.  
The work was done by WFX of Westminster, who 
will maintain the system.   

 

The Exterior Doors of the Holy 
Cross House now lock 
automatically, after you use your 
key to enter. An Allen key is 
attached to each door and may be 
used to place the lock in the unlocked 
position so that others may enter.  You must then 
use the Allen key to re-lock the door when you leave.  
Or, in warm weather you may prop a door open 
using the chain and hook located outside of each 
door.  The Vestry made this change after, on several 
occasions, doors were left unlocked and lights on.  
Please note, this change does not affect the Stone 
Church doors. 
 

 

 

Year-to-Date Income and Expenses through November 30, 2021  
 Actual Year-to-Date Budgeted Year-to-Date  

 

The Finance Office will 
accept 2021 donations 

through  
January 9, 2022. 

 
 Please note that the 

checks must be dated 
December 2021.  

 
Thank You. 

Income:   

General Giving $               185,271.00             $                     160,757.34                      

Fundraisers $                 14,624.22                    $                       14,600.00                                

Rental $                 15,675.00          $                       15,675.00                               

Miscellaneous $                   6,390.92                             $                       15,385.00                         

Total Income $               221,961.14                           $                     206,417.34                         

Expenses:   

Staff and Staff Support $                  64,689.71                              $                         91,371.25                                             

Buildings and Grounds $                  72,970.82               $                         69,136.60                                            

Diocese of MD $                  49,715.00                     $                         39,270.00                                                

Office/Business Expenses $                  19,409.56                   $                         24,068.99                                            

Ministries/Worship $                    7,245.04                             $                         11,950.00                                                 

Total Expenses $                214,030.13                 $                       235,796.84                                     

Net Income $                    7,931.01                       $                       (29,379.50)                                       
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Children and Youth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children and 

Youth Ministries 

team is updating 

our email 

communications 

list. 

 

Please complete this form if you do not currently 

receive email messages from 

ascensionchildrenandyouth@gmail.com and add 

that email address to your contacts. We have 

weekly, monthly, and special communications 

regarding happenings in Children and Youth. 

 
 

 
On January 9 and January 16, directly following 
the 10:15am service, Fr. Allan and Wes Ward will 
hold Acolyte training for any interested youth.  
 
Food will be provided, and the training will run from 
approximately 11:30 am-12:15 pm.  
 
Please RSVP to these training sessions using this 
form.   
 
 
 

Summer Youth Programs Director 
 
We are excited to introduce Kim Weschler who will be our Summer Youth Programs Director. Born in 

Mt. Airy, Kim is a longtime local of Carroll County. She attends St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Poplar 

Springs. Kim has two sons, Liam, 14, and Quinn, 11. With a passion for teaching since she was a child, Kim 

currently teaches 4th grade at West Friendship Elementary School in Howard County. Her involvement with 

children has included things like serving on the local 

Cub Scout board, volunteering at Cub Scout camp 

on the archery range, and helping her sons raise 

their 4H livestock. In Kim’s free time she enjoys 

socializing, reading, and spending time with her 

sons. Kim has a bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education from Mount Saint Mary’s University and a 

master’s degree in Technology for Educators from 

Johns Hopkins University. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCDsra5VAvNOd5YkFjq4F3-fwYD_q95LrOkYQEYU4VhDW42A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXbjEWE9AsLFXKtTWgpMfuwGl-2MHADI2NBfNsCUMZJY4IIg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXbjEWE9AsLFXKtTWgpMfuwGl-2MHADI2NBfNsCUMZJY4IIg/viewform
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ChurCh of The AsCension’s CrAfT And 

Scrapbooking Crop Fundraiser 

Funds raised go towards OUR outreach MINISTRIES 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 9am-8pm Cost $45.00  

Foul weather makeup date Saturday, January 22, 2022  

Please make note of the foul weather date and mark it on your 

calendar. Refunds will not be issued due to weather if you cannot     

attend on the make-up date. 

 

• Bring your quilting, knitting, scrapbooking, card making, sewing, painting (or any 

other craft you do) as well as your friends and join us for a day away from 

housework and errand running!!!! 

 

• 2022 funds will go towards one or two of our many ministries that the church 

provides and/or supports; both here and abroad.   

 

• Cost includes some breakfast items for the morning, lunch at noonish, dinner 

between 5p-6p and beverages (water, coffee, and hot tea) throughout the day.  

We ask that attendees bring a favorite individually wrapped snack item to share 

and if you are a soda drinker - please bring your own.   

 

• We hope to have both a yard sale and a swap table for craft items you don’t plan 

to use in the future.  

 

• Wi-Fi is available for our attendees.  Please bring your own extension cords etc., 

and duct tape to tape them down for safety reasons. 

 

• Vendors to date include: Bev Snyder-Stampin’ Up, Michelle DeFlumeri Maclean-

Pampered Chef.   More to come on the vendor front.    

 

• Weather closing will follow Carroll County Board of Education mandates.     

 

OPEN AND PRINT A REGISTRATION FORM. 

 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/38861336db7638bd741d35e8d/files/6c8465ff-f00b-519d-756e-03f93cab9a43/Craft_and_Crop_2022_RegistrationForm.pdf
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Christian Education for Adults 
 

 

 
Adult Education with Fr. Allan will resume on Sunday, January 9 following 
a Christmastide break.   
For the first several weeks of 2022, we will focus on a study of the Church 
Year.  How did the Christian Seasons we observe come into being?  What are 
their Biblical roots and history?  Which came first? Fr. Allan will help us address 
these and many other questions. 

   
We invite you to join us each Sunday at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Coffee is available.   

                                                             
 
Thursday Night Bible Study  
 

The Tabernacle 
Six Sessions: January 13 - February 17 at 7:00 pm 
 

What does it truly mean to enter God's presence? Deepen your understanding 
of worship as you discover how each part of the Tabernacle points to Christ. 
 

This visual Bible study takes you step by step through the pattern of worship in 
the tabernacle. From the altar of burnt offering to the inner sanctuary with the 
ark of the covenant, see how the tabernacle foreshadowed Christ and what it 
means to have him as your light, your sacrifice, your bread of life, and so much 
more. 
 

Please contact Lynn Lyon-Vaiden for additional information about this study that 
will meet via Zoom. (lynn.lyonvaiden@gmail.com) 

 

 

Claggett Center Winter Retreats 
 

Women's Weekend 2022 
January 14, 2022 - January 16, 2022 

“Regathering and Re-creating: 
God Makes All Things New” 

Chaplain: The Rev. Anne Weatherholt 
 

The Women’s Weekend invites women from all walks 
of life to gather at Claggett for worship, fellowship, 
and renewal. Lay and ordained leaders from the 
dioceses of Maryland and Washington offer talks to 
restore and grow our faith. As churches, workplaces, 
and conferences return to in-person gathering, this 
year’s Women’s Weekend honors the losses of the 
past year and celebrates God’s promise of new life. 

 
Information and Registration 

 

Men's Retreat 2022 
February 11, 2022 - February 13, 2022 

 
“Reconnect, Regather, Restore.” 

 
Join men from throughout the dioceses of Maryland 
and Washington for a weekend retreat designed to 
grow relationships with God and neighbor.  
 
 

Information and Registration 

 

 

https://www.claggettcenter.org/events/66
https://www.claggettcenter.org/events/67
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Book Club 
 

 
 

January Book Club 
 

The Book Club will meet 
on January 26 at 12:30 
pm in the Guild Room. 
We will discuss Chasing 
Fireflies by Charles 
Martin. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. 
 
   

 
 

 
 

February Book Club 
 
Our book for February:  
A Single Thread  
by Tracy Chevalier 

 

  

 

 

 

St. Martha’s Guild 
 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: March 1 
 

 
Ascension’s Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
Supper 
Sponsored by St. 
Martha’s Guild 
 

Tuesday, March 1        
5:30 pm-7:00 pm        
Fellowship Hall   
 
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS! 

 

• Buttermilk, Blueberry, Chocolate Chip and 
Gluten Free Pancakes  

• Delicious Hahn’s Sausage and Refreshing 
Applesauce 

 
Tickets sold at the door  

• $6.00 adults  

• $3.00 children 4 and up 

• Family package:  
$20.00 for families of 5 or more 
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Church Staff   

Rev. Allan Weatherholt Interim Rector   
 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Ann Fariss Parish Administrator 

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Communications Associate, Handbell Choir Director 

Mary Butler Organist, Choir Director 

Donna Parker Praise and Youth Ensemble Director 

Wes Ward Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

Kim Weschler Summer Youth Programs Director 

Reagan Dunn Digital Ministry Associate  

Suzanne Walter Nursery Attendant 

Donald Chepko Night Sexton 

 

                                                                               
 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

 
Monday-Friday: 
If Carroll County 
Public Schools 
are closed, or if 
afternoon and 
evening activities 
are cancelled 
within the school 
system, the 
church buildings are closed and all in-person 
meetings or activities are cancelled. 
 
Saturday: If the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect in 
Carroll County, the church buildings are closed and 
all in-person meetings or activities are cancelled. 

Sunday: Sunday services are normally held except 
during the most extreme weather. Any change or 
cancellation of in-person worship services will be 
posted on the homepage of the church website, 
posted on the church Facebook page, and all those 
for whom we have email addresses will be notified 
by email which will be sent by 7:00 am. 
 
Exceptions: Church group leaders may override the 
policy in consultation with the Interim Rector, in 
which case they will contact their members to inform 
them of the special arrangements. Participation 
under those circumstances will be at each 
individual’s discretion. 

 

                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for the Pastoral Transition 

O Lord our God, in you we live and move and have our being, and our trust is in you.  

We lift up our parish to you as we seek a new Rector to be our shepherds in the years 

ahead. We pray that you will guide the Vestry in all their deliberations as they discern 

your will for our parish and the priest that you have chosen for us. We also lift up to you 

the new shepherds of our parish.  We pray that our new priests will each have a 

discerning heart, a vision for the future of our parish, the desire to lead us in ministry, 

and a caring pastoral presence. Most of all, we pray that our priests will be passionate 

about you, devoted to prayer, diligent in studying your word, and open to the 

movement of the Holy Spirit. Trusting our future to you, we pray in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
JANUARY    
Vestry Nominees Due January 2 
Acolyte Training January 9 
Rector Search Committee Nominees Due January 9 
Craft and Crop Fundraiser January 15 
Acolyte Training January 16 
Annual Parish Meeting   Inclement Weather Date: 1/30              January 23 
Book Club January 26 
MARCH  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  March 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Church of the Ascension 
23 North Court Street 
Westminster, MD 21157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


