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Rector’s Message
A New Year.. Still Christmas
GRS A RS AL
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

Dear Friends in Christ:

As we turn the calendar to January 2026, much of the world
around us is eager to move on. Christmas decorations are
packed away, schedules fill up again, and the rhythm of
daily life resumes at full speed. But the Church, in her
wisdom, moves at a different pace. Christmas is not a single
day, but a season — the Twelve Days of Christmas,
stretching from December 25 to January 6. During this time,
we are invited to linger with the mystery of the Word made
flesh and to learn how to live by the light that has come into
the world.

January is a threshold month. It carries both beginnings and
weariness. There is the hope that comes with a new year,
but also the reality of winter: shorter days, colder mornings,
and for many, a sense of heaviness after the intensity of the
holidays. Some carry grief more sharply now that the
celebrations have ended. Others feel tired, uncertain, or
simply out of rnythm. If that describes you, know that you are
not alone — and that this, too, is holy ground.

(Continued on p. 2)

Ascension is called to be a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ,
that we draw all people to him.
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January Worship

ADOPT A
POINSETTIA

After worship services on
Sunday, January 4.

Take one home to enjoy!

January 4
Second Sunday after Christmas

Feast of the Epiphany

(transferred from January 6)

Youth Sunday

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult
Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall
11:30 am Fellowship Hour

January 11
First Sunday after the Epiphany

Baptism of our Lord

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult
Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall
Sunday School(Gr. K-5)

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

January 18
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult
Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite Il, Holy Cross Hall
11:30 am Fellowship Hour

January 25
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

8:00 am H.E. Rite |, Stone Church

9:00 am Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult
Bible Study

10:15 am H.E. Rite I, Holy Cross Hall
Sunday School(Gr. k-5)

11:30 am Fellowship Hour

Rector’s Message continued...

With Gratitude for Our Shared Ministry
| also want to offer my heartfelt thanks to all who made our
Christmas celebrations possible. From the Parish Office,
which coordinated countless details, fo our musicians and
singers who lifted our worship with beauty and care; from
the Altar Guild who prepared our sacred spaces with
reverence, to the readers, greeters, ushers, technicians,
decorators, and so many others who served quietly and
faithfully; your gifts of time, talent, and love made this holy
season a true offering to God. What we shared at Christmas
was not the work of a few, but the
fruit of a community working together
in joy and devotion.

| also want to express my sincere
thanks to all who sent Christmas
cards, notes, and gifts to Sophie and
me, and to the parish more broadly.
Your kindness, prayers, and generosity
are deeply appreciated and were a
real source of encouragement during a full and joyful
season. | am especially grateful for our parish staff, whose
hard work, flexibility, and care intensify during Advent and
Christmas. Their quiet professionalism and faithful service
make so much of our shared life possible, and | am thankful
for each of them.

The Light of Epiphany

On January 4, the official date of
the Feast of the Epiphany, the
Christmas season comes to its
close, and we enter the Season
after Epiphany. Epiphany simply
means “manifestation” or
“revealing” — it celebrates how
Christ is made known to the world.

In these weeks, we remember not only the visit of the Magi
(January 4), but also events such as the Baptism of Our Lord
(January 11), when Jesus is revealed as God's beloved Son
and begins his public ministry. The stories we hear during this
season remind us that God'’s light does not arrive only in
moments of joy or clarity, but often in quiet, ordinary ways: a
star noticed by strangers, a voice at the waters of baptism,
a life shaped by faithful obedience. Epiphany invites us to
pay attention — to notice where God may be showing up in
our lives, in our parish, and in our community.

Returning to Our Rhythms
January is also a time when we gently return to our shared
(Continued on p. 3)



Page 3

Ascension Extension

January 2026

rhythms of faith. Worship, formation, fellowship, and service resume their steady patterns after the
holidays. These rhythms may seem simple, even unremarkable, but they are how faith is sustained
over time. Showing up to pray together, to learn together, to serve together — these are the
practices that shape us intfo a people rooted in hope and love.

A Note on Our Common Life

As part of this return to ordinary faithfulness, | want to share a practical note about our common
life. In January, your Vestry begins the important work of preparing the parish budget for 2026. This is
a careful and prayerful process, guided by our mission and by the resources entrusted to us. If you
have not yet returned your 2026 pledge card, | warmly encourage you to do so as soon as you are
able. Your pledge — whatever its amount — is one of the most meaningful ways you help the
Vestry plan responsibly and faithfully for the year ahead.

A Gentle Invitation
e
&

\"'ﬁhﬂ

If you have been away for a few weeks, or if your routine was interrupted by
travel, iliness, or the busyness of December, consider this a gentle invitation to re-
engage. Come back to worship. Join a Bible Study or ministry group. Reach out
to someone you have not seen in a while. There is no need to catch up or
explain — simply come as you are. This community is here to receive you.

As we begin this new year, we do not do so with grand resolutions or unrealistic expectations.
Instead, we walk forward trusting that the same God who came among us in humility at Christmas
walks with us still — intfo the cold days, the uncertain moments, and the quiet acts of faithfulness

that make up our lives.

| am deeply grateful for this parish, for your generosity of spirit, and for the many ways you support
one another and the work God has entrusted to us. May this January be a season of gentle
renewal, steady hope, and renewed awareness of God's presence in our midst. And as we begin
this new calendar year together, | wish you a happy and grace-filled New Year, 2026.

With every blessing for the year ahead,
Pierre-Henry+

Ministries

1844 Shoppe

Altar Guild

Bible Study: Tuesday
Bible Study: Thursday
Bible Study: Sunday
Book Club

Buildings and Grounds
Children and Youth
Fellowship

Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Mistletoe Mart

Music: Adult Ensemble
Music: Handbell Choir
Music: Praise Ensemble
Outreach

Pins and Needles

St. James' Commission
St. Luke's Guild

St. Martha's Guild
Worship Assistants (Acolyte, Chalicist, Lector, Usher)

Contacts

Cheryl Vecera

Kim Tompkins

Bill and Barbara Sears

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden

John Holbert, Jill Horn
Cheryl Vecera

Gary Lang

Fr. Pierre-Henry Buisson
Jackie Weschler

Sandy White

Kim Tompkins

Mary Butler

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden

Martin Villanueva

Anne Arena, Melissa Leahy
Donna Bair

Ellen Anderson, Jill Horn, Melissa Leahy
JoAnne Kreider

Beverly Baker, Melissa Leahy
Ann Fariss, Church Office
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Worship Assistants: January 2026
TA;i:rrnC;uild: Janice Hobart, Jill Horn, Emelia Howe, Deb Vana
Usher(s) Lector Acolyte Chalicists Worship Slides
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Jim Fariss Kat Dittrich » Debie Linar John Holber

nn Fariss Pa h dm istrator
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden Communications Associate/Handbell Choir Director
Mary Butler OrgonisT/AduI’r Ensemble Director
Martin Villonueva Minister of Music
Travis Collins Digital Ministry Associate

Suzanne Walter Nursery Attendant
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The Vestry
Vestry/Officers Term Ends  Ministry Liaison
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson Rector
Kim Tompkins, Sr. Warden 2027 Altar Guild, Worship Assistants, Mistletoe Mart
Gary Lang, Jr. Warden Buildings & Grounds
Nancy Starner, Treasurer
Deborah Rio 2028 Welcome Ministry
Beverly Baker 2026 Fundraising
Liz Lowe 2026 1844 Shoppe, Pins & Needles, Book Club, Church Homes Foundation,
Bible Studies
Roberta Wilhelm 2026 Buildings & Grounds
David Anderson 2027 Worship Assistants
Mark Howe 2028 Stewardship, Altar Guild, Worship Assistants
Melissa Leahy 2028 St. Martha's Guild, St. James’ Commission, LEV, St. Luke's Guild, Outreach,

DreamBuilders MD

Invitation to Serve: Vestry Registrar

The Vestry is currently seeking a new Registrar— The Registrar:

also known in many parishes as the Clerk or e Records the minutes and resolutions of all
Secretary of the Vestry—to support the Vestry meetings and meetings of the
governance and record-keeping ministry of our voting members

parish. e Maintains the official Vestry minute book

and keeps the by-laws up to date and
available for inspection

e Holds the corporate seal of the church
Performs other duties as the Vestry may
assign

e Assists the Executive Committee, which
meets monthly to prepare the Vestry
agenda and distribute documents for the

According to Article lll, Sections 3 and é of our
bylaws, the Registrar is elected annually by the
Vestry at its first meeting after the Annual Parish
Meeting and serves a one-year term. In the
event of a vacancy, the Vestry appoints a
Registrar to complete the unexpired portion of
the current term.

Any Voting Member of the Church of the monthly Vestry meeting

Ascension is eligible to serve as Registrar. A ) o )

Voting Member is a confirmed communicant in If you have gifts fgr organization, aftention fo
good standing—someone age 16 or older who de’rcul,. and a desire to serve the church |.n a ‘
regularly worships at Ascension and is faithful in meonmgful way, please prayerfully consider this
prayer and giving. opportunity.

To learn more or express interest, please speak
with Fr. Pierre-Henry+ or Senior Warden, Kim
Tompkins, or contact the parish office.

Thank you!
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Highlights from the December 9, 2025 Vestry Meeting
Present: The Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson, Kim Tompkins (Senior Warden), David Anderson, Beverly Baker,
Melissa Leahy, Liz Lowe, Deborah Rio, Roberta Wilhelm

Excused: Gary Lang (Junior Warden), Mark Howe

This was a special Vestry meeting to only discuss church finances. Please note, Diana Baker
resigned from Vestry in early December. We are grateful for all of her conftributions to Ascension

while she served in this role.

Vestry Election At Our Annual Meeting

One of the central responsibilities of our Annual
Meeting on Sunday, February 8, is the election
of new Vestry members. The Vestry serves as the
parish’s lay leadership, working with the Rector
to guide our mission and oversee the temporal
affairs of the Church of the Ascension.

Open Vestry Positions
In February 2026, the congregation will elect
four (4) Vestry members:

e Three (3) members to full, 3-year terms,
replacing Beverly Baker, Liz Lowe, and
Roberta Wilhelm, whose terms are
concluding.

e One (1) member to a 1-year term,
completing the remainder of Diana
Baker's unexpired term.

Nominated Candidates

The Nominating Committee has prayerfully
identified the following candidates, who have
agreed to stand for election (listed
alphabetically by last name):

Susan Considine
Lorraine Fulton
David Gosnell
Bryan Lance
Dennis Margroum
Kevin Mcintyre

Additional Nominations by the Congregation
Our Parish Bylaws (Article II, Section 3) allow for
additional nominations by Voting Members:

e Any nomination must be submitted in
writing by two (2) or more Voting
Members, with their signatures.

e The nominee must have agreed in writing
to serve if elected.

e Nominations must be received no later
than Sunday, January 25 (two weeks prior
to the Annual Meeting).

February 8, 2026
e At this time, written nominations should
be submitted to the Senior Warden, Kim
Tompkins, who is receiving nominations
on behalf of the parish while the Registrar
position is vacant.
All properly submitted nominations will be made
known to the congregation.

How the Election Will Be Conducted

e Voting will take place by secret ballot at
the Annual Meeting on Sunday, February
8, 2026.

¢ No proxy voting is permitted.

e A candidate must receive a majority of
the votes cast to be elected.

e The first three candidates elected will
serve 3-year terms; the fourth elected will
serve the 1-year term.

¢ Newly elected Vestry members take
office immediately upon election.

Voting Members

Voting Members are confirmed communicants
in good standing, age 16 or older, who are
faithful in worship and who have been faithful in
giving, as defined by our Parish Bylaws.

The Rector maintains the list of Voting Members
in accordance with the Canons of the Episcopal
Church.

Questions about nominations or eligibility may
be directed to the Senior Warden or the Rector.

Please keep all of our candidates—and our
whole parish—in your prayers as we discern
together the leadership God is calling forth for
this next season.
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Annual Parish

MEETING

2026

February 8, 2026

after the 10:15 am service

Book Club

BOOK 2026
Join us at 12:30 pm
in the Guild Room.

January 28: My Friends

by Fredrik Bachman

February 25: Great Expectations
by Charles Dickens

March 25: The Sound and the Fury
by William Faulkner

All are welcome.
For more information, please contact
Cheryl Vecera at 443.794.3691 or
cherylvecera@gmail.com

In the Holy Cross Hall ‘

0S8

9\ until mid Janu\ il
ZOS

® Friday and Saturday ®
= 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Church of the Ascension 23 N. Court Street
® Westminster, MD ®

<>
# " Parking available in the Ralph Street parking lot. @

Proceeds support the ministries of
= Church of the Ascension. o

. 25
® . =
ascension-westminster.com/1844-shoppe

@ — Ll

Donations of household and holiday items will be
accepted while the shoppe is closed; please bring
items to the vestibule closet in Holy Cross Hall, or
contact Cheryl Vecera if you have any questions
(cherylvecera@gmail.com). During Mistletoe Mart,
The 1844 Shoppe earned over $5000. Thank you for
a great 2025!
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Church of the LASCETLSIONL
Children and Winistries
Youth Sunday youth@ascension-westminster.com
Y Uth Youth Sunday
‘ @ Sunday, January 4 will be Youth Sunday during the
Sumda 10:15 am service! The children and youth are invited
y to be active participants in the liturgy. If your child is
1t SufUETRE ke mofth o 1012 o inferested in ushering, reading, being an acolyte, or
s dicensin! anything else, please let us know.
ascension-westminster.com/events
DATE Sunday School (Gr. 6-12) | Sunday School (Gr. K-5) Children’s Chapel (all ages)
January 4 9:00 am Children’s Sermon & Chapel
10:15 am
January 11 9:00 am 10:15 am
January 18 9:00 am Children’s Chapel
January 25 10:15am
®© © o o o o o o o o o o ® © o o o o o o o o o o

Church Office Notes
Altar Flower Charts for 2026
are posted in each church
so that you can reserve your
special dates. A standard
set of altar flowers will
continue to cost $50. Please
speak with any member of
the Altar Guild, or call the
Church Office if you have
any questions about
payment or about the
ordering process.

February Newsletter: Articles Due

‘i ~y\;' ‘E ﬁ "‘

Wednesday, SJanuary 2]

communication@ascension-westminster.com

Church of the Ascension 2024 calendars are
available at the entrance to each church and on
the Fellowship Hall information table for you to
take and enjoy throughout the year.

Boxed Offering Envelopes for 2026 are at the
entrance to each church, on the Fellowship Hall
information table, and in the Church Office. Please
call the Church Office (410-848-3251) if you would
like to have envelopes mailed to you.
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Mistletoe Mart,

mistletoemart.com

Mistletoe Mart 2025 was a wonderful event! I is
truly amazing how Ascension works together to
not only host a successful Mart, but to also reach
out to our community as well as develop true
friendships with the artisans — and each other!

We look forward to contributing to Community
Outreach organizations early this year using
proceeds from Mistletoe Mart 2025. As a result,
during February (after all our bills have been
paid!) we will meet to determine the Outreach
donations. If you have a Community Outreach
proposal you would like the Mistletoe Mart
Committee to consider, please forward it fo Kim
Tompkins (ktompkins2@verizon.net) by
Wednesday, February 11.

Thank you, again! We are truly grateful for all of
the fime and talents each of you have shared to
support the Mistletoe Mart.

Mistletoe Mart Co-Chairs,
Jenny Beeker, Kim Tompkins

During 2025, using proceeds from Mistletoe Mart
2024, we donated $9,850 to Community Outreach.
These donations ranged from supporting multiple
local organizations to global initiatives, including:

Access Carroll

The Arc of Carroll County

Bridging Life — Holiday Hope

Carroll County Food Sunday — Holiday Hope
Caring Carroll

Carroll County Youth Service Bureau (CCYSB)
Carroll County 4H & FFA Fair — Cake Sale
Church Homes Foundation (Timber Ridge)
DreamBuilders MD, Joyce's Crew

Ghanaian Mothers' Hope

Human Services Program of Carroll County
Meals on Wheels

North East Social Action Program (NESAP)
The Shepherd’s Staff — Festival of Trees
Target Community & Educational Services,
Inc.

Westminster Rescue Mission

YMCA Turkey Trot

nd

2
....

'.,,

‘MISTLETOE ‘MART

November 12-14, 2026
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Bible Study

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
\‘l I l(l( [V \\()l"l ino We will meet on January 6 and January 20,

Adult Bible Study Hour

9:30 am, in Room #202.
For information, please contact Bill Sears.
SUNDAY

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM GUILD ROOM

Thursday Night Bible Study

Thursday Night Bible Study will read and discuss
And The Angels Were Silent: The Final Week of
Jesus, by Max Lucado

In the last week of his life, Jesus deliberately
sets his face toward Jerusalem—and certain
death. This is no ordinary week. Even the
angels are silent as they ponder the final days
of Jesus Christ.
This is no ordinary walk. Jesus doesn't chatter.
He doesn't pause. He is on his final journey.
He walks determinedly to the holy city, angrily
into the temple, wearily into Gethsemane,
painfully up the Via Dolorosa. And powerfully
out of the vacated tomb.
Master storyteller and best-selling author Max
For additional information, please contact Lucado invites you: "Let's follow Jesus on his
Lynn Lyon-Vaiden final journey. For by observing his, we may
learn how to make ours. And discover what
matters to God."

Begins February 5 at 6:30 pm
In the Guild Room and on Zoom
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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION’S CRAFT

AND SCRAPBOOKING CROP FUNDRAISER
FUNDS RAISED G0 TOWARDS OUR OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Saturday, January 24, 2026
9am-8pm Cost: $60.00
Inclement weather makeup date: Saturday, January, 31, 2026

(Please make note of the inclement weather date and mark it
on your calendar. Refunds will not be issued due to weather
if you cannot attend on the make-up date).

Bring your quilting, knitting, scrapbooking, card making, sewing, painting (or any other
craft you love) as well as your friends and join us for a day away from housework and
errand running!l!

2026 funds will go towards one or more of our many ministries that the church
Outreach committee provides and/or supports; both here and abroad.

Cost includes some breakfast items for the morning, lunch at noonish, dinner between
5p-6p and beverages (water, coffee, and hot tea) throughout the day. We ask that
attendees bring a favorite individually wrapped snack item to share (midget candy
bars, individual bags of chips or cookies, whatever) and if you are a soda drinker -
please bring your own.

We hope to have both a yard sale and a swap table for craft items you don’t plan to
use in the future.

Wi-Fi is available for our attendees. Please bring your own extension cords etc.,
and duct tape to tape them down for safety reasons.

Vendors to date include: Bev Snyder-Stampin’ Up, Becky Potts-Creative Memories
and Rene McCoubrey-Mary Kay. More to come on the vendor front.

Church of the Ascension Inclement Weather Policy (Saturday only):
Saturday: If the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect in Carroll County, the church
buildings are closed and all in-person meetings or activities are cancelled.
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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION’S CRAFT

AND SCRAPBOOKING CROP FUNDRAISER

FUNDS RAISED 60 TOWARDS OUR OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Saturday, January 24, 2026
9am-8pm Cost: $60.00

Inclement weather makeup date: Saturday, January 31, 2026

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Email:

| would like to sit with:

Registration Fee is $60.00. Please note: Checks will not be cashed until after the crop.
Melissa Leahy's email: melissazleahy@gmail.com
Please make checks payable to: Church of the Ascension

RETURN REGISTRATION FORM AND FEE TO:
Church of the Ascension

Attn: Melissa Leahy

23 North Court Street

Westminster, MD 21157

OR 712 Lythe Hill Court
Westminster MD 21158

Items from the SWAP table and/or yard sale table that attendees do not want to
take home will be donated and used for future church or school events (summer
camps, raffles towards Outreach projects, etc.) Donations of time, talent, or items
to help with the event are greatly appreciated!).
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Thank You Notes

With grateful hearts, the Lang family wishes to
thank our church family for the many cards,
prayers and acts of kindness during our recent
health challenges. Your support has meant
more than words can express. We feel very
blessed!

Gary and Helen Lang

Thank you to everyone who supported the
December 20, 2025 Cookie Walk!

Before Cookie Walk After Cookie Walk

THANK YOU

The Book of Common Prayer & the Holy Bible, NRSV

Jeanne Cox wants to pass along her copy of The Book of Common Prayer & the
Holy Bible, NRSV, to a new owner. Please contact Jeanne or Lynn Lyon-Vaiden

if you are interested.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: Mark Your Calendar!

Shrove ) "mer
Tuesday l7

Pancake Supper

ASCENSION-WESTMINSTER.COM/E

THE
BOOK OF
COMMON
| PRAYER

THE

HOLY BIBLE |

APOCRYPHA

NEW RSV

February 17, 2026

SP

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

FELLOWSHIP HALL
23 N. COURT STREET
WESTMINSTER, MD
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Men’s Retreat: January 30 - February 1

Men's Retreat at the Claggett Center
January 30 - February 1, 2026
Register by January 15, 2026

Start the new year grounded, connected, and
inspired.

Join us for a weekend of fellowship, spiritual
renewal, and fun. Step away from your daily
routine and into a supportive space where men
of all ages explore faith, purpose, and
community together.

Enjoy meaningful worship, small group
conversations, hearty meals, and classic camp
fun—including indoor putt-putt, games, and
plenty of laughter.

Come to connect. Come to reflect. Come as
you are.

In 2026, we will gather around the theme
Authentic Connection in a Time of Male
Loneliness. Participants will learn and wonder
together things like "What does it mean to be a
Man in 20262 How can men find and make
community now?" With Keynote Speaker Rev.
Peter Mayer, and Canon Travis Smith serving as
Chaplain, participants are sure to leave this
year's Men's Retreat feeling connected, cared
for, and inspired.

REGISTER by January 15, 2026.

Claggett

Center

Women’s Weekend: February 20 - February 22

Women’'s Weekend at the Claggett Center
February 20 - February 22, 2026
Register by February 5, 2026

Step into a weekend of rest, renewal, and
reconnection.

The Claggett Women's Retfreat is a sacred
pause in the middle of winter—a time to gather
with women of all ages for meaningful
conversation, inspiring worship, creative
workshops, and joyful community.

In 2026, we will gather around the theme Who Is
My Neighbor? Loving All in Divided Times. We
will begin with exploring the Episcopal identity as
women, and then wonder together about what
that means for how we interact with people
who are different than us and who hold different
views. With plenary speakers from the College
for Congregational Development and the One
America Movement, participants are sure to
learn new things and leave with fresh insights on
the world we live in today.

REGISTER by February 5, 2026.

Claggett

Center



https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/543/donate.asp?formid=ClaggettEvents&c=20251120093556946636&ctz=America%2FNew_York&ctzabv=11%2F25%2F2025&tzoffset=-300
https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/543/donate.asp?formid=ClaggettEvents&c=20251120093645207439&ctz=America%2FNew_York&ctzabv=11%2F26%2F2025&tzoffset=-300
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Church of the Ascension

23 North Court Street
Westminster, MD 21157



