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Rector’s Message: Called Together  
Dear People of Ascension: 
 

Lent has a way of bringing us back to what matters. It quiets 

the noise, clears away what is secondary, and asks gently 

but firmly: What is shaping your life? In a culture where 

almost everything is optional — and where our calendars 

are already full — Christian faith reminds us that some things 

are not. 
 

After we profess our faith in the Apostles’ Creed at Baptism, 

the very first promise we make is this: “Will you continue in 

the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 

bread, and in the prayers?” That promise is not about 

private belief. It is about belonging. It is about gathering. 
 

From the beginning, the followers of Jesus met on the first 

day of the week. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and 

the prayers. That steady rhythm formed them. It sustained 

them through fear and uncertainty. It reminded them who 

they were. 
 

The word we translate as “Church” — ecclesia — means 

“those who are called.” The Church is not something we 

build or organize; it is a people gathered by God. We come 

together because the Lord calls us. We are summoned.  

(Continued on p. 2) 

Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson 
Day Off: Monday 

rector@ascension-westminster.com 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00 am -3:00 pm 

office@ascension-westminster.com 
 

 
Ascension is called to be a family of faith so reflecting the life of Christ, 

that we draw all people to him. 
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March Worship 
 

March 1 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Youth Sunday 

8:00 am   H.E. Rite I, Stone Church  

9:00 am   Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult 

Bible Study 

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 

11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
 
 

March 8: Daylight Saving Time begins! 

Set clocks ahead 1 hour on March 7! 

Third Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am   H.E. Rite I, Stone Church  

9:00 am   Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult 

Bible Study 

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 

Sunday School(Gr. K-5) 

11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
 

 

March 15 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am   H.E. Rite I, Stone Church  

9:00 am   Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult 

Bible Study 

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 

11:30 am Fellowship Hour 
 

March 22 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

8:00 am   H.E. Rite I, Stone Church  

9:00 am   Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult 

Bible Study 

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 

Sunday School(Gr. K-5)  

11:30 am Fellowship Hour  

 

March 29 

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

8:00 am   H.E. Rite I, Stone Church  

9:00 am   Sunday School (Gr. 6-12), Adult 

Bible Study 

10:15 am H.E. Rite II, Holy Cross Hall 

Sunday School(Gr. K-5)  

11:30 am Fellowship Hour  

 

 

 

Rector’s Message continued… 

Behind that word stands an older biblical image: Israel in the 

wilderness, assembled as the qahal, the people convoked 

by God. In the desert, they learned dependence. They 

learned identity. They discovered they were sustained not 

by bread alone, but by the Word and the presence of the 

Lord. 
 

Lent is our wilderness season. And like Israel of old, we 

discover again that we are sustained not by bread alone, 

but by the Word and the presence of God. Each Sunday is a 

kind of wilderness gathering. We step out of our scattered 

lives and are called together — not because everything is 

perfect, but because the Lord calls. 
 

We gather even when the sermon feels ordinary, when the 

music does not especially move us, or when we are tired or 

distracted. What matters most is not whether every element 

pleases us. What matters is that we show up as the visible 

Body of Christ. We may come for many reasons — to see 

friends, out of habit, to accompany a loved one. Yet 

beneath those reasons is something deeper: Christ has 

invited us. “Come and see.” “Take and eat.” “Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 
 

And something happens when we respond. 
 

At the altar, we hear the familiar words: “The Gifts of God for 

the People of God.” We take and eat, feeding on Christ in 

our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Sometimes you may 

also hear another phrase: “The Body of Christ, for the Body 

of Christ.” That simple sentence captures a profound truth. 

The One we receive is the One who forms us. The gift placed 

in our hands is not only nourishment for individuals; it is the 

forming of a people. The Eucharist is not only something we 

receive; it is something we become. 
 

St. Augustine once told the newly baptized, “Behold what 

you are; become what you receive.” Week after week, 

Christ gathers us, feeds us, and sends us — and gradually, 

quietly, we begin to resemble the One we receive. 
 

This is why Sunday cannot be just one option among many. 

It is the heart of Christian life. Here we are forgiven. Here we 

are strengthened. Here we are reminded that God is at 

work — in our lives, in our parish, and in the world. 
 

In many churches, Lent brings additional programs — 

dinners, studies, special gatherings. These can be 

meaningful and enriching. This year, we have chosen 

something simpler. Rather than adding more to already 

busy lives, we are centering on what is essential. Sometimes 

it is by doing less that we go deeper. 
 

(Continued on p. 3) 
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This season invites us to pray — alone or with our families — to read Scripture slowly, to use a 

devotional at our own pace, and, above all, to let Sunday worship remain the high point of the 

week. Online worship sustains us when illness or circumstance keeps us away, and we are grateful for 

that gift. But ours is an incarnational faith. God meets us in flesh and blood. There is something 

irreplaceable about praying in the same space, singing together, kneeling at the same rail, and 

exchanging the Peace face to face. 

Lent invites us to follow Christ more closely. Perhaps one faithful Lenten practice this year is simply this: 

answer the summons. Make Sunday worship the priority it was always meant to be — not out of guilt 

or pressure, but because we belong to the One who calls us. 

And week after week, as we gather, Christ forms us into a people renewed, reconciled, and sent for 

the sake of the world he loves. 

Dear people of Ascension, may this Lent draw us back to what matters most. May we answer the 

Lord’s invitation with trust, and may we walk together — gathered, fed, and sent — as the Body of 

Christ in this place. 

In Christ’s love, 

Pierre-Henry+ 

                                                                         

A Pastoral Invitation 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ: 
 

Holy Week is the heart of our Christian 

faith. In these sacred days, we do not 

simply remember what happened to 

Jesus long ago — we walk with him. 

We move from the waving of palms to 

the intimacy of the Upper Room, from 

the sorrow of the cross to the stillness of 

the tomb, and finally into the blazing 

joy of the Resurrection. 
 

Whether you have observed Holy 

Week your whole life or are 

experiencing it for the first time, I invite 

you to come. Come to pray. Come to 

listen. Come to stand at the cross. 

Come to rejoice at the empty tomb. 
 

These days can shape us deeply if we 

allow them. 
 

In Christ’s love, 

Pierre-Henry+ 
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Holy Week and Easter: March 29 – April 5 
Palm Sunday – March 29 

8:00 am & 10:15 am 
 

Holy Week begins with both joy and 

solemnity. We remember Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, when crowds 

waved palm branches and cried, 

“Hosanna!” Yet in the same service, we 

hear the Passion narrative. 
 

Palm Sunday reminds us that Christian 

faith is not shallow enthusiasm. The One 

we welcome as King is the same One 

who will give his life in love for the world. 

Praise and sacrifice stand side by side. 

 

 

The Triduum: The Three Holy Days 

The word Triduum comes from Latin and simply means “three days.” These three sacred days — 

from the evening of Maundy Thursday through Easter — form the summit of the Church’s year. 

In the biblical understanding of time, a new day begins at sunset. That is why the Triduum begins on 

Thursday evening. From that moment, we enter one continuous act of worship that unfolds over 

three days: 

 We begin in the Upper Room. 

 We move to the cross. 

 We wait in the silence of the tomb. 

 We rise into resurrection light. 
 

Though celebrated in separate services, the Triduum is truly one great liturgy — one sustained 

proclamation of Christ’s Passion, death, and Resurrection. 

Maundy Thursday – April 3 

Joint Service with Westminster United Methodist 

Church – 6:00 pm 

On this holy night we gather in the Upper Room. 

We remember the Last Supper — when Jesus 

took bread and wine and gave himself to his 

disciples. On this night he gave us the Holy 

Eucharist and a new commandment. 

The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word 

mandatum, meaning “commandment.” It refers 

to Jesus’ words: 

“A new commandment I give to you, that 

you love one another as I have loved 

you.” 
 

But Maundy Thursday is not only about memory. 

When we celebrate the Eucharist, we are not re-

enacting a scene from the past. We are drawn 

into the same self-giving love of Christ that led 

him from the table to the cross — and through 

the cross to the Resurrection. 
 

The Upper Room and Easter morning belong 

together. The broken bread of Thursday 

becomes the risen life of Sunday. At the altar, 

we receive not only the Body given and Blood 

poured out, but the living Christ who conquers 

death. 
 

The service concludes in solemn silence as the 

altar is stripped, symbolizing Jesus’ arrest and 

abandonment. We leave quietly, entering into 

the gravity of Good Friday. 
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Good Friday – April 3 

Community Cross Walk – 11:00 am  

(Location TBD) 

The Community Cross Walk offers a visible 

witness of prayer within our town. 
 

Good Friday Liturgy – 6:00 pm  

Good Friday is the most solemn service of the 

year. We hear the Passion according to John 

and offer the ancient Solemn Collects — prayers 

for the Church and for the whole world. 
 

We venerate the cross not because suffering is 

good, but because through the cross God 

reveals the depth of divine love. This is the day 

we stand at the foot of the cross and behold 

love poured out completely. 

 

 

Easter Sunday - April 5 

8:00 am & 10:15 am 
 

After the silence of the tomb comes the cry of 

the Church: 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! 
 

Easter is the joyful proclamation of Christ’s 

Resurrection — the triumph of life over death 

and hope over fear. 
 

Both services will be celebrations of the Holy 

Eucharist filled with music, beauty, and 

gladness. Easter begins a season of fifty days of 

rejoicing. 
 

If you would like to donate candy for the 

Easter Egg Hunt, please drop it off in the 

church office by March 29. 

We kindly ask that you not share any candy 

containing nuts. 
 

A Final Word 

Palm Sunday proclaims the whole story in a single sweeping liturgy — from triumphal entry to 

crucifixion. But in the Triduum, we slow down and dwell within the mystery. We sit at the table 

where love kneels to wash feet and gives itself in bread and wine. We stand beneath the cross 

where that love is poured out completely. We keep watch at the tomb, trusting that even in 

silence God is at work. And in the dawn light of Easter, we discover what has been true all along: 

love is stronger than death. 

Come and walk these holy days together. 
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Worship Assistants: March 2026 
Altar Guild: 

Team 4 
Kim Tompkins, Charlie Aler, Beverly Baker, Helen Lang 

 Usher(s)  Lector Acolyte Chalicists Worship Slides 

March 1 

8:00 am 
 Roberta Wilhelm 

Jennie 

Grabill 

 
 

March 1 

10:15 am 

1. David 

Anderson 

2. Ellen 

Anderson 

Jim Fariss  

1. John Holbert 

2. Jim Fariss 

3. Kim Tompkins 

4.  

Lynn Lyon-

Vaiden 

March 8 

8:00 am 
 Roberta Wilhelm Charlie Aler   

March 8 

10:15 am 

 

1. David Horn 

2.          

 

Buck Lyon-Vaiden  

1. John Holbert 

2. Jill Horn 

3.  

4.  

Karen Lance 

March 15 

8:00 am 
Bill Sears Barbara Sears 

Beverly 

Baker 
  

March 15 

10:15 am 

1.  

2.  
 

John Holbert  

1. John Holbert 

2.  

3.  

4. 

Lynn Lyon-

Vaiden 

March 22 

8:00 am 

Don & Janice 

Hobart 
Mary Lou Berg 

Beverly 

Baker 
  

March 22 

10:15 am 

1.  

2. 
Barbara Sears  

1. Sandy White 

2.  

3.  

4.   

Jeanne Cox 

March 29 

8:00 am 
 

1.Roberta Wilhelm 

2. 

3. 

Beverly 

Baker 
  

March 29 

10:15 am 

1. 

2. 

1. Roberta Gore 

2. 

3. 

 

1. Sandy White 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Jeanne Cox 

                                                                      

Sunday, March 1 will be Youth Sunday during the 10:15 am service! 

DATE Sunday School (Gr. 6-12) Sunday School (Gr. K-5) Children’s Chapel (all ages) 

March 1 

Youth Sunday 

9:00 am  Children’s Sermon & Chapel 

10:15 am 

March 8 9:00 am 10:15 am  

March 15 9:00 am  Children’s Chapel 

March 22 9:00 am 10:15 am  

March 29 9:00 am 10:15 am  
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The Vestry 
Vestry/Officers Term Ends Ministry Liaison 

Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson  Rector 

Kim Tompkins,  Sr. Warden 2027  

Bryan Lance, Jr. Warden 2029  

Susan Considine, Treasurer 2029  

Nancy Starner, Assistant Treasurer   

Lorraine Fulton, Registrar 2027  

David Anderson 2027  

Deborah Rio 2028  

Mark Howe 2028  

Melissa Leahy 2028  

Dave Gosnell 2029  
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Vestry Meeting Highlights – February 8 
Present:  The Rev. Pierre-Henry, David Anderson, Kim Tompkins, Mark Howe, Melissa Leahy, 

Deborah Rio, Susan Considine, Lorraine Fulton, Dave Gosnell, Bryan Lance. 

Excused: none 
 

This was a brief meeting held immediately after the 182nd Annual Parish Meeting.  

The new vestry members are: 

 Class of 2029 (3-year term): Susan Considine, Dave Gosnell, Bryan Lance 

 Class of 2027 (1-year term): Lorraine Fulton 

Kim Tompkins was elected as Senior Warden. 
 

Vestry Meeting Highlights – February 24 
Present:  The Rev. Pierre-Henry, David Anderson, Kim Tompkins, Mark Howe, Melissa Leahy, 

Deborah Rio, Susan Considine, Lorraine Fulton, Dave Gosnell, Bryan Lance. 

Excused: none 
 

After the opening prayer led by Fr. Pierre-Henry, there were welcoming remarks, introductions 

and Vestry leadership discussions. 
 

The new officers were elected: Bryan Lance as Junior Warden, Susan Considine as Treasurer, 

Nancy Starner as Assistant Treasurer, and Lorraine Fulton as Registrar. 
 

The Vestry approved the Consent Agenda documentation, including the Vestry Meeting Minutes- 

2/8/2026. 
 

The Financial Reports for January, 2026 were reviewed. At the end of January, Operating Income 

was higher than budgeted and Operating Expenses were slightly lower than budgeted, resulting 

in a positive variance for the month. 
 

                                                                         

Church Staff 
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson                                                           

Ann Fariss    

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden                             

Mary Butler  

Travis Collins 

Suzanne Walter 

Rector 

Parish Administrator 

Communications Associate/Handbell Choir Director 

Organist/Adult Ensemble Director 

Digital Ministry Associate 

Nursery Attendant 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee Update 
Greetings from the Buildings and Grounds Committee 

  

The Vestry approved a Buildings and Ground budget for 2026 that is somewhat smaller than we 

had hoped for. We will be cutting back on some services that we provided in past years. 

 The floors will not be waxed this year, but will be postponed until 2027.  

 Trash will be picked up once a week only.  If your organization is having an event and you 

know there will be extra trash, your organization will have to pay for each extra pickup at 

$200 per pickup.  Please contact the Buildings and Grounds committee if an extra pickup is 

needed.  Alternatively, you can take the extra trash to the landfill. Also, the lid to the big 

blue trash bin must be closed completely or the trash company will not do their pickup.  

Please do not cram extra trash into the bin.  

 Currently, Dennis Margroum donates his time to care for our lawn.  If he is unable to provide 

this service, we don’t have any funds to hire someone as a backup.  Another parishioner 

would have to donate time for this service. There won’t be any weed and feed products 

applied this year. 

 

Additional News: 

On recent Sundays, it has been extremely cold in the Stone Church during the 8:00 a.m. service. 

On Tuesday, February 10, members of the Buildings and Grounds Committee met with our HVAC 

contractor to inspect the heating system. It was found to be working properly. The contractor 

recommended that we set the thermostat to 70 degrees to run continuously day and night to 

warm the church. 
  

We are conducting an experiment for a few weeks to see if it is more efficient to run the heat at 70 

degrees continuously rather than turn it down when we leave at 9:00 am after the service.  We will 

check on the amount of electricity used for the time period and compare it to what we have been 

using. 

   

We are also considering turning the ceiling fans on a slow speed to distribute the heat. 

Please do not change the Stone Church thermostat setting. 
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St. Martha’s Guild 
St. Martha’s Guild thanks those who helped make the 

February 17 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper event 

happen. We hope everyone left full and satisfied! 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 

Many hands made light work…we couldn’t have 

done it without you!!! 

Special thanks to: 

 The kitchen crew. The pancakes 

were wonderful! What a team! 

 The dishwashers. We are always so 

amazed at how those dishes get 

cleaned and put away so quickly 

and efficiently. 

 Those who helped with the set up, 

prep, and clean up. We so 

appreciated your time and energy! 

 Those who helped clear tables and 

made sure our guests were well 

taken care of. You were a blessing! 

 Those who kept the food and 

refreshment tables fully stocked. 

Great job!! 

 Our office staff and communications 

for all their efforts and expertise in 

promoting the supper. 

 To those who helped us shop, order, 

pick up and deliver food supplies. 

 To those who supported St. Martha's 

Guild by attending the supper. We 

hope you enjoyed the meal and the 

fellowship. 
 

The United Thank Offering is a practice of gratitude. 

Each day, we are invited to notice the good things 

that happen — the small mercies, the quiet blessings, 

the unexpected joys. We give thanks to God for 

those blessings, and as a tangible sign of gratitude, 

we place a coin or bill in our UTO box. 
 

Over time, those simple acts of thanksgiving become 

a powerful offering. Every penny given through UTO is 

distributed as grants supporting God’s mission and 

ministry throughout the United States and around the 

world. Our blessings become blessings for others. 
 

Please take a box home, keep it somewhere visible, 

and let it remind you daily to give thanks. 
 

Our UTO Ingathering will take place on Sunday, April 

26. 
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DreamBuilders MD 
 

Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraiser:  

March 14, 5:00pm-8:00pm 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please consider donating bottles of wine and/or $25 gift cards to a restaurant. These will be put into 

"Gift Bags" as part of the Silent Auction. Please leave wine donations in designated crates in the 

church office and gift cards in Lynn Lyon-Vaiden’s mailbox or give them to Buck Lyon-Vaiden.  

Buck has raffle tickets for an iPhone 17 Pro Retail Value: $1,164.94!  

Anything left in the church office will be picked up on Saturday, March 14 by 1:00 pm to be taken to 

the Spaghetti Dinner, Silent Auction.  

Many thanks for your continued support of our mission trips! 

                                                                         

Bible Study                                                                    
 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

We will meet on February 

3 and February 24, 9:30 

am, in Room #202. 

For information, please 

contact Bill Sears. 
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mistletoemart.com 

Thank you, again, for all of your ongoing support 

for the Mistletoe Mart! The committee is already 

busy planning for Mistletoe Mart #52 which will 

take place November 12-14, 2026. Please be sure 

to mark your calendars now! 

 
 

Based upon the proceeds from Mistletoe Mart 

2025, the committee has begun to make 

donations to both Ascension and Community 

Outreach initiatives, including: 

 

 

$ 27,500 to Ascension 

$ 7,500 to Community Outreach, including: 

 Access Carroll 

 The Arc of Carroll County 

 Camp Thrive 

 Caring Carroll 

 Carroll County Food Sunday 

 Carroll County Youth Service Bureau (CCYSB) 

 Claggett Center 

 DreamBuilders MD, Joyce’s Crew 

 Meals on Wheels 

 Northeast Social Action Project 

 The Shepherd’s Staff 

 Target Communication & Educational 

Services 

 Westminster Church Homes Foundation (was 

Timber Ridge) 

 Westminster Rescue Mission 

 YMCA Turkey Trot 
 

Without your support this would not be possible. 

Thank you! 
 

Kim Tompkins 

Mistletoe Mart Chair 

                                                                         

Book Club 1844 Shoppe 
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Thank You Notes 

I express my gratitude to Fundraising 

Committee members who were a 

tremendous support this past year: 

Debbie Bargar, Roberta Wilhelm, Frank 

Baker, Dan Simmons, Karen and Dennis 

Margroum. It was our first year and they 

were GREAT to work with. They kept me 

grounded at times. I want them to know 

how much I appreciate all that they 

did. I look forward to working with them 

in 2026. Thank you again from the 

bottom of my heart. 

Bev Baker 

A warm and loving thank you to everyone at Ascension 

– and beyond – who helped to make the 50th 

Anniversary of my Ordination to the Priesthood on 

February 1 such a momentous celebration.  
 

I am especially grateful to Fr. Pierre-Henry for his 

generous hospitality, help and kindness; to Ann Fariss 

and Lynn Lyon-Vaiden for all of their hard work on the 

service bulletin and the many details that go with that; 

to my wonderful wife, Rev’d Anne, not only for preaching 

the Sermon but also for helping to draft the service 

booklet and attending to many other details; and to Bev 

Baker and several others for the beautiful Reception, 

including the delicious cake! A special thank-you goes 

to eldest son Daniel for beautifully organizing and 

providing all the music, and to all the singers, who came 

from Ascension, St. Thomas’, Hancock, St. John’s, 

Hagerstown, and St. Peter’s, Poolesville. I am also 

grateful to younger son Stephen and to Ann Fariss for 

Lectoring so nicely, to Jim Fariss for his terrific 

photography, and to Deacon Kirk DeVore and Deacon 

Barbara Sears for their participation. Two of my closest 

Clergy friends had special parts in the service – Fr. Steven 

McCarty and Fr. Ron Fisher – and I so appreciate them 

and their many years of friendship. Thank you all for your 

love and kindness in helping to make this a wonderful 

and memorable celebration of my ministry! 
 

Rev. Allan Weatherholt 

 
 

 

        

        

    

 

 



Page 14                                                     Ascension Extension                                          March 2026 

 
 

Fellowship 
 

We love gathering after the 10:15 service for 

conversation and fellowship but volunteers are 

needed to host. We want to keep it VERY simple by 

providing coffee and a cookie or two. 
 

There are snacks in the pantry which are there for 

this reason so there is no reason to worry about 

baking or shopping for treats. We have created 

easy to follow steps for making coffee which are 

posted by the coffee pots. 

As it takes a while for the coffee pots to heat 

up, turning them on before the service is 

critical. 
 

Basically, all you need to do is make coffee, 

set out a few platters or baskets of snacks, 

monitor the coffee and make more if 

necessary and clean up. 
 

There is a signup sheet on the kitchen door. 
 

Please consider hosting once in a while! 

Maybe your ministry could pick a week! 

Training is available! The key to this is keeping 

it simple so it isn’t a big burden! Please 

contact Ellen Anderson if you have any 

questions.  

 

In Loving Memory 
Rev. Eddie Michael Blue died peacefully in February 

in Westminster, surrounded by his family. 

We give thanks to God for Fr. Eddie’s priestly 

ministry, for his steady faith, and for the quiet joy he 

brought to our parish community — especially 

through his involvement in the Music Ministry, which 

he loved. 
 

A service celebrating Fr. Eddie’s life and 

proclaiming the hope of the Resurrection was held 

on Sunday, February 15. 
 

Memorial donations may be made to the Church of 

the Ascension Music Ministry. 

 

Potluck Lunch:  

Friday, March 20 at 12:00 pm 
We had a great turnout in February; lots of 

good food and wonderful people! Please 

join us for the next potluck lunch on Friday, 

March 20, at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Bring a dish to share, and enjoy some time 

with new and old friends. Plates, flatware, 

and napkins are provided. For more 

information please contact Bev Baker. 
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Church of the Ascension 
23 North Court Street 
Westminster, MD 21157 

 

 

 


