Church of the /1 SCENSION. ﬁ—

Connect. Grow:. Serve.

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2026 10:15 a.m.

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me

welcomes the one who sent wme.
St. Matthew 10:40

Welcome to Church of the Ascension

Church of the Ascension provides opportunities to
Connect with God and one another,

Grow in faith and understanding, and

Serve the Lord, one another, and the world around us.

We are an active community of faith committed to welcoming all
and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Christ-centered + Spirit-filled + Mission-minded




The Liturgy of the Word of God

¥ Please stand as you are able.

Welcome

Prelude

? Processional Hymn “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”
Chorus: 2. You're rich in love and you're slow to anger
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul Your name is great and your heart is kind
Worship his holy name For all Your goodness | will keep on singing
Sing like never before O my soul Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
I'll worship your holy name
1.The sun comes up it's a new day dawning CCLI Song # 6016351 Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman

- : : © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music;

It's time to sing Your song again _ worshiptogether.com songs
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. Al rights
Let me be Singing when the evening comes reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 259427

Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker

L 1TRE}

I
1
-

| NN

o

T
|
| &

|

.o

+Hd
1]

1
wor - ship You we give You thanks we praise you for Your glo-ry. 3. Lord Je-sus

ii 1 i 1
1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 1 I | L I I 'y 1 I f ]
157 1 I | I il L1 | | | | 1 1 | Y I | | ]

I = ] =

Christ on-ly Son  of the Fa-ther, Lord God Lamb of God you take a -
e e e e T s
o 0 1 i i 1 i d 1 i : ! = |_ﬁ. —=F |

way the sins of the world have mer-cy on us 1.Glo-ry Glo ry



i
| i .

P I I ot

Glo-ry to God and peace to Gods peo-ple on  Earth 5.You are
ﬂ T 1 1 —i  — |

T 1 i T I ] I 1 1T 5 F | Y | | | | & 1 1|

P T ¥ I ~“'--...._,___..---

seat - ed at  the right hand of the Fa - ther re-ceive our prayer For

You a - lone arethe Ho-ly One, You a - lone arethe Lord. TY¥ou a-

lone arethe mmo-st high Je-sus Christ withthe Ho-1ly Spi-rit inthe

Glo - ry to God and peace to God's peo - ple on Earth

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined
together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson: Genesis 22:1-14

A Reading from the Book of Genesis

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went
to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked
up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with
the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac,
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,
“The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham
said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of
them walked on together.




When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.
So Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 13
1 How long, O LORD?
will you forget me for ever? *
how long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,
and grief in my heart, day after day? *
how long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3 Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; *
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

4 Lest my enemy say, "l have prevailed over him," *
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.

5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *
my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

6 I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; *
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.

The Epistle: Romans 6:12-23
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.
No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over
you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of
sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were
entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just
3



as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

$Sequence Song “Jesu, Jesu” Hymnal #602
Refrain:
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you.

1. Kneels at the feet of his friends, 3. These are the ones we should serve,

silently washes their feet, these are the ones we should love.

Master who acts as a slave to them. (Refrain) All are neighbors to us and you. (Refrain)

2. Neighbors are rich and poor, 4. Loving puts us on our knees,

neighbors are black and white, serving as though we are slaves;

neighbors are nearby and far away. (Refrain) this is the way we should live with you. (Refrain)

Words: John 13:1-17; adapt. Tom Colvin Music: Ghana Folk Song; adapt Tom Colvin

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive
a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous
person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Bill Pugliese

$The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Pravers of the People
Celebrant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; that we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; that your
Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Carrie, our Bishop, and all bishops, priests, and
deacons; that they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Donald, President of the United States, and for all who govern and hold
authority in the nations of the world; that there may be justice and peace on the earth.

We pray for an end to the wars that ravage so many nations, especially the Middle East
and Ukraine; for the protection of the innocent, the care of refugees, and the courage of
peacemakers; that justice, mercy, and peace may prevail among the nations.

We pray for all who serve in the armed forces and for their families; that they may be
kept safe, and return to those who love them.

We pray for this parish family of Ascension, that God may grant us wisdom, courage,
generosity, and faithfulness; that we may be guided by the Holy Spirit in all things.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially Naomi,
Nancy, The Cave Family, Lianne, Stacy, Bill, Gail, Bobbie, Jerry, Jack, Jackie, Mark, Eva,
Liz, Karen, Scott, Betty, Pat, Steve N., Steve P., Ryan, Betsy, Rick, Debbie, Jordan and
Reed; and those we now name silently or aloud. (Silence) O Lord, that they may be
delivered from their distress.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; that our works may find favor in
your sight.

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially thy servant Jeannette Buys, and those we
remember before God. (Silence) O Lord, let light perpetual shine upon them.

We pray for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, especially Jackie,
Allan+, LaRue, Noah, Hugh and Lisa; may they know the fullness of your blessing.

Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully,
grant that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Confession of Sin:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. A time of silence is kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of

your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in

eternal life. Amen.

The Peace: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

O God, our times are in your hands: look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they
begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace. Send your
blessings upon them, that their homes may be a haven of peace; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.
Announcements

Thank you for your financial support! To make an online offering, please scan the QR code.

i

The Celebration of the Holy Communion

Offertory

1.1 the Lord of sea and sky

| have heard my people cry

All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save.

| have made these stars of night
| will make their darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall | send? Chorus

Chorus:

Here | am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?

| have heard you calling in the night
I will go, Lord if You lead me

| will hold your people in my heart

“Here I Am, Lord”

Words and Music: Dan Schutte

2. 1, the Lord of snow and rain

| have borne my people’s pain

| have wept for love of them
They turn away.

| will break their hearts of stone
Give them hearts for love alone
| will speak my word to them
Whom shall | send? Chorus

3. 1, the Lord of wind and flame
| will tend the poor and lame

| will set a feast for them

My hand will save

Finest bread | will provide

"Til their hearts be satisfied

| will give my life to them
Whom shall | send? Chorus



¥ Presentation Hymn “The Doxology” Hymn 380 v.3
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him a-bove ye heaven-ly host: praise Fa-ther,Son,and Ho- ly Ghost. A - men.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) Music: Old 100th

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life, you
made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the World. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his



disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Memorial Acclamation Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Joseph, and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your Sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

The Great Doxology
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

The Great Amen Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say:

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia




Fraction Anthem

“Lamb of God”

Setting: Mass of Ascension, Donna Parker
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Amen.

The Communion of the People

All baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion. When directed by an Usher, please come forward
to receive Holy Communion. If you would prefer a blessing, please indicate by crossing your arms over
your chest. To receive the wine you can either drink from the common cup or dip your host held by the

second Eucharistic minister on both sides of the priest

Communion Music “Glory to the Lamb”
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? Prayer of Thanksgiving

CCLI Song # 18558 Larry Dempsey

© 1983 ZionSong Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.

Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.




9 The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

¥ Recessional Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise” Hymnal #401
1. The God of Abraham praise, 4. The God who reigns on high

who reigns enthroned above; the great archangels sing,

Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love; and “Holy, holy, holy,” cry, “Almighty King!

the Lord, the great | AM, Who was, and is, the same,

by earth and heaven confessed: and evermore shall be:

we bow and bless the sacred Name for ever blest. eternal Father, great | AM, we worship thee.”

2. He by himself hath sworn: 5. The whole triumphant host

we on his oath depend, give thanks to God on high;

we shall, on eagles-wings upborne, “Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” they ever cry;
to heaven ascend: hail, Abraham’s Lord divine!

we shall behold his face, With heaven our songs we raise;

we shall his power adore, all might and majesty are thine,

and sing the wonders of his grace for evermore. and endless praise.

3. There dwells the Lord, our King,

the Lord, our Righteousness, Words: Thomas Olivers
triumphant o'er the world and sin, Music: Leoni

the Prince of Peace;

on Zion's sacred height

his kingdom he maintains,

and, glorious with his saints in light,

for ever reigns.

¢ The Dismissal:
Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord! People: Thanks be to God!
Postlude
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Worship Assistants June 28 July 5
9am Service in the Courtyard

Organist Mary Butler
Musicians Choir Westminster Municipal Band
Ushers Jill Horn, 1 needed 2 needed
Lector Olivia Carpenter Ann Fariss
Acolyte(s) Kat Dittrich 1 needed
Chalicists John Holbert, Sandy White, Kim Tompkins, John Holbert,

Susan Considine, Kim Tompkins | Sandy White, Jim Fariss, 2 needed
Worship Slides Jeanne Cox
Audio Visual Gabriel Hoff Allison Lord

June Altar Guild: Janice Hobart, Jill Horn, Emelia Howe, Deb Vana

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Nancy Barry, in loving memory of her late
parents on their anniversary, and in loving memory of her sister.

The Bread and Wine are given to the glory of God by Roger and Donna Bair, in thanksgiving
for the marriage of their granddaughter. With many thanks to the Altar Guild!

Attendance June 21

8:00 am - 32 10:15 am In-person - 66 YouTube -8 Facebook -4 Total: 110

Readings for Next Sunday: Independence Day, Transferred

Deuteronomy 10:17-21
Psalm 145:1-9
Matthew 5:43-48

Church of the Ascension | 23 North Court Street | Westminster, Maryland 21157

The Reverend Pierre-Henry Buisson, Rector Church Office: 410-848-3251 | Email: office@ascension-westminster.com
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