
A Summer Message from Your Rector: 

A Note of Gratitude and Hope 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

What a joy it was to see so many of you at our 

Hawaiian Dinner-Dance on June 13. 
 

I am so grateful for the hard work of Bev Baker 

and her team, and deeply moved by your 

wonderful participation. Together, we made 

a fantastic profit of $4,000! 
 

Combined with our Texas Roadhouse event 

on April 27, our Fundraising Committee has 

already brought $4,704 to Ascension this year. 

We budgeted $7,000 for 2026, and we are 

well on our way to reaching that goal with 

more events ahead. (Next Fundraiser: Texas 

Roadhouse on Monday, July 6, 3:00pm – 

10:00pm) 
 

However, I want to be entirely transparent 

with you about our broader financial reality: 

Ascension is still operating under a deficit 

budget. 

Without diocesan help—and we still don’t 

know if we will receive it—we are losing more 

than $5,500 a month. If that aid comes 

through, the deficit drops to $2,200. As 

summer attendance dips, giving traditionally 

decreases, but our operating expenses stay 

constant. 
 

Please don’t forget Ascension when you are 

away this summer. Setting up a recurring 

donation through your bank or Realm is a 

wonderful way to sustain us. If you can, 

please prayerfully consider increasing your 

giving. 
 

Finally, if you wish to give an extra gift, please 

direct it to our General Fund. We are blessed 

with plenty of restricted money for specific 

projects, but it is the General Fund that keeps 

our daily ministries alive. Your support there 

makes a profound difference. 

 
 

Faithfully, 

Pierre-Henry+ 

 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson                                                           

Ann Fariss    

Lynn Lyon-Vaiden                             

Mary Butler  

Travis Collins 

Suzanne Walter 

Rector 

Parish Administrator 

Communications Associate/Handbell Choir Director 

Organist/Choir Director 

Digital Ministry Associate 

Nursery Attendant 
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Gordon ‘Mace’ Woolston Memorial Reception RSVP  

& St. James’ Commission Volunteers Needed 
Please join the Woolston family in the Ascension Fellowship Hall for a light reception on Saturday, July 

11, 2026 following Mace's 10:30am Memorial service and columbarium inurnment. Share memories 

with his family and one another while enjoying  

coffee/tea, lemonade and desserts. 
 

For planning purposes (food and beverages), it helps so much if you will please use this link:  

https://tinyurl.com/stjameswoolstonreception 
to RSVP AND/OR volunteer for the reception preparation on Friday (early afternoon) or just prior to his 

Memorial service on Saturday morning. There are various types of help needed on Friday and 

Saturday morning or following the reception. Food donations are also needed.  

Review the volunteer opportunities and descriptions in the Sign Up.  
    

Kindly RSVP, volunteer or donate a needed food item.  

Thank you in advance for your loving support. 

If you have any questions or need assistance with signing up, please contact Jill Horn  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Website: mistletoemart.com 

There are 4 months until Mistletoe Mart! 

Mistletoe Mart #52 will take place November 12-

14, 2026!    
 

We have 42 talented artisans for this year’s Mart. 

The beautiful postcards have been received and 

have been mailed to specific vendors so they can 

advertise the Mart at their summer shows. The 

Mistletoe Mart website is being updated.  Menus 

are being reviewed. 

 

After careful consideration, the decision was 

made to increase the admission price from $5.00 

to $7.00.  (Children 12 and under remain free.)  

This should result in an additional $4,000 - $4,500 

admission income for this year. As a reminder, the 

admission ticket is good for all three days of the 

Mart. 

Wearing our Ascension magnetic nametags during 

the Mart is a great way to identify ourselves.  If you 

don’t have one this is a perfect time to order one!  

Please contact Ann Fariss in the Church Office. 
 

Please note: This will be Melissa Leahy’s last year 

serving as the lead of the Mistletoe Mart Kitchen. 

Therefore, we need someone to shadow and assist 

Melissa this year and assume the role by Mistletoe 

Mart 2027.  Please contact Melissa to further discuss 

(melissazleahy@gmail.com). 
 

Please be sure to mark your calendars and begin to 

think about how you would like to be part of this 

year’s exciting activities!  
 

Kim Tompkins 

Mistletoe Mart Chair 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/stjameswoolstonreception
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Vestry Meeting Highlights: June 30, 2026 
 

Present: The Rev. Pierre-

Henry Buisson, David 

Anderson, Lorraine Fulton, 

Kim Tompkins, Mark Howe, 

Melissa Leahy, Deborah 

Rio, Susan Considine, Dave 

Gosnell, Bryan Lance.  
 

The meeting began with a 

time of prayer led by Fr. 

Pierre-Henry. Susan 

Considine reviewed the 

Financial Reports for May, 

2026 (see chart). 
 

The Vestry continued to 

focus on Ascension’s 

current financial situation 

and future strategies. We 

are waiting for the decision 

from the diocese 

regarding the one-time 

$50,000 grant request for 

2026.  A Marketing 

Committee will be 

established to develop 

and implement 

approaches to increase 

rental opportunities at 

Ascension across our 

campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will also be a Marketing Initiative to bring in new parishioners. The Outreach Committee will host 

an Adult Financial Education Speaker Series beginning this fall, covering a variety of topics for both 

parishioners and the community. We will also reach out to various churches as well as the diocese, to 

review initiatives and business models they have found successful. 
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Two Funerals, Two Weddings, and an Anniversary 

 
Some of you may remember the film Four 

Weddings and a Funeral. As I reflected on this 

past week, that title came back to mind, and I 

realized that my own version might be called 

Two Funerals, Two Weddings, and an 

Anniversary. 
 

On Sunday, June 21, Sophie and I celebrated 

our twenty-ninth wedding anniversary. Yet, just 

before the 10:15 a.m. service, we received the 

news that Sophie's grandmother had passed 

away that very morning in France. We carried 

both gratitude and grief into worship, as so 

many of us have done at different moments in 

our lives. 
 

The days that followed were filled with preparing 

and celebrating Ernest Mauritz’s funeral on June 

23, meeting with Mace Woolston’s family as they 

prepare to say goodbye on July 11, rejoicing 

with Isak Blonquist and Meredith Mercer at their 

wedding, and, on Saturday evening, June 27, 

celebrating the marriage of my son Raphael 

and Christina. It was a week that held sorrow 

and joy together. 

Looking back, what stays with me is not simply 

how full the week was, but how clearly I 

experienced the faithfulness of God throughout 

it all. 
 

Jesus' final promise to his disciples was, "And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age" (Matthew 28:20, NRSV). This past week, 

I saw that promise fulfilled again and again—in 

grieving families, in joyful celebrations, and in the 

love this congregation showed to Sophie and 

me. 
 

Your prayers, your kindness, your cards, and your 

care reminded us that the Church is truly the 

Body of Christ. Through your love, Christ made 

good on his promise to be with us always. 
 

Thank you for walking with us through this 

remarkable week. In all these ways, you have 

been the Body of Christ to our family. For that—

and for each of you—we give thanks to God. 
 

Faithfully, 

Pierre-Henry 
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